
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                         

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

We went on our class trip to Secor Farm with Mrs. Hahn’s class.  First, we went on a hayride traveling through 
the farm to the pumpkin patch.  Once we arrived at the pumpkin patch, the students each picked a pumpkin to 
bring back with them.  The farm also had some goats, alpacas, and sheep.  The students got a chance to feed all 
those animals.  We all had such an awesome time!  

! !  

A few days later the students got an opportunity to explore the inside of the big pumpkin that I picked.  I cut the 
pumpkin and let the students pick out the guts and seeds.  I then carved the pumpkin into a Jack-O-Lantern.  
The students were also very excited for the Halloween parade and to show off their costumes! 

! !  
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This month we also talked about fall.  We read different books and discussed different things that occur in the 
fall.  The students then made acorns using paint and tissue paper for the bulletin board outside the classroom.  

!  

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

Pre-K had a busy October! We started the month celebrating Fire Prevention Week. We learned about how to 
stay safe in case of an emergency and during fire drills. We also did a lot of stop, drop, and roll practice! On 
October 8, the Wood-Ridge Fire Department visited Doyle School and we got to see the fire trucks and an 
ambulance up close. We learned so much from their visit and now everyone has decided they want to be a 
firefighter when they grow up! 

On October 28th, we had a field trip to Secor Farms in Mahwah with Mrs. Rightmyer’s class, who we also go to 
our specials with. Students had a wonderful time picking their own pumpkins, meeting farm animals, taking in 
the sights on a hayride, taking pictures, and playing in a straw maze. Students were able to make connections to 
the fall concepts we have been discussing such as the leaves changing colors, apples, pumpkins, and the cooler 
weather. We also had a lot of fun on the bus ride to the farm and on the way home! Secor Farms made quite the 
impression on students, we are still talking about the fun we had! 

Of course we would be remiss not to mention the true highlight of October: Halloween! Students were talking 
about their costumes and plans for trick or treating the whole month and I am sure we will be hearing about it 

!
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long afterwards too! Thanks to our class mom and parents, we had a fun filled party the morning of the 31st. In 
the afternoon, we showed off our costumes during the Doyle Halloween Parade! 

Pre K  Age 4 Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 
  
We are in full swing here in Pre-k 4! There has been so many fun learning activities going on in our classroom 
this month.  This month in our science investigation, we explored pumpkins.  We learned about the different 
parts of a pumpkin.  We measured our pumpkin using paper clips and blocks.  Then we got to explore the inside 
of the pumpkin.  Every student had the opportunity to scoop out some of the pulp and seeds. Then they 
seperated the seeds from the pulp.    We also carved our pumpkin and named him Jack. 

This month we also had a visit from the Wood-Ridge Fire Department.  We got to see both the fire truck and 
ambulance.  We learned different fire safety rules.   

This month we also went on our first field trip to Secor Farms in Mahwah. The students got to see some live 
animals at the farm.  We took a fun hayride to pick our very own pumpkins.  We ended our trip with some 
freshly picked apples.  We really enjoyed our first trip.  

   
 

 

 

October was filled with so many highlights; we are certainly looking forward to all the fun that 
November brings too!

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
October, 2019 

!3



Pre K Age 4 - Mrs. Rightmyer 
    

We had a great time in Pre-K this October!  We started out the month by continuing our Family Theme. 
Children had a great time pretending to be family members making dinner, washing clothes, reading stories, 
brushing their teeth and even painting the garage in our pretend centers!  Towards the end of the month, we 
started our next Tools of the Mind Theme: grocery store.  We have a pretend checkout counter, a flower shop, a 
deli, a bakery, and even a farmer’s market. The children are learning so many new grocery terms like aisle, 
ingredients, and recipe! 

We celebrated Fire Safety week with a special visit from the Wood-Ridge Fire Department.  The children loved 
seeing a real fire truck and ambulance!  They even got to go inside!  We talked about how brave and special 
firefighters are!   

                                        
This month we had our first field trip to Secor Farm in Mahwah.  The children had a great time riding a hayride 
to a pumpkin patch, picking their own pumpkin, and seeing some farm animals!  It was the perfect day and the 
children are sure to remember this trip for years to come!  After we did a fun pumpkin investigation where 
children measured pumpkins, weighed them, and even got to pull out pumpkin seeds! 
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We got to meet our third grade book buddies this month!  The children were so excited and we celebrated by 
listening to Mrs. Campagna read a story called Spooky Time and coloring special bats with our book buddies!  
We can’t wait to meet next month!  We were so excited to celebrate Halloween and wear our costumes to 
school.  The children had a Halloween party and participated in a school wide parade.  It was such a fun month!  
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Kindergarten- Ms. Focarino 

We have had so many adventures this month in kindergarten! We have followed the characters in The Magic 
Tree House Series: Jack and Annie, all over the place. Jack and Annie have taken us to walk with the dinosaurs 
in prehistoric times. We are now learning about medieval times and knights with Jack and Annie in The Magic 
Tree House: The Knight at Dawn. We are enjoying dramatizing the adventures in our centers every day! We are 
continuing to familiarize ourselves with letter sounds. We are now even starting to read and write different 
words. We just started learning different word families. We are excited to watch Q and U join together during 
out “QU Wedding.”  

During our math time, we work hard on recognizing quantities 1-10. We have learned very quickly how to write 
numbers 5-10 correctly. We have even made some songs and rhymes to help us remember! During our center 
time, we have learned about patterns and how to recognize what is coming next in a pattern. 
  
Kindergarten- Ms. Goodlin 

We have been focusing on many topics in class. For morning work, we have been focusing on our alphabet and 
on a letter each week.  

In reading and writing class, we have been reading, writing and acting out Magic Tree House stories; we are 
currently reading the Knights at Dawn and learned a lot of background knowledge about Medieval Times.   

Our math topics have been identifying, counting and writing numerals 6-10 and comparing larger and smaller 
numbers   

In science, we have focused on how plants grow.  

In health, we talked about stranger danger and a visit from the Fire Department.  

In social studies, we focused on topics of bullying, conflict resolution and treating people with respect.  

!  
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Kindergarten- Mrs. Pagliocca 

Our kindergarten visited the STEAM LAB in Maywood on October 9.  The children were very excited to visit 
the centers.   It was a fun-filled time of learning.    

We have been moving along with our new program Tools of the Mind.  The children enjoyed listening, making 
props and dramatizing several fairytales.  Starting in October, our classes have been transformed into Medieval 
Times as we read The Knight at Dawn from The Magic Tree House series.  We will be visiting different places 
and times with Jack and Annie, the main characters of this book series. 

Each day the children are busy working on scaffolded writing activities.   
Children write during opening exercises with message of the day, at center time when they write their center 
plans or chapter summary.  

We are looking forward to our class trip on November 6, to Montclair University to see Peter Pan...  The 
children will experience watching a live performance and it will be a great way to enhance our intentional 
make-believe play.     
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Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

October was an exciting month for our class. We have been moving along with our program Tools of the Mind. 
The children enjoyed listening, making props and dramatizing several fairytales. Our class was transformed into 
Medieval Times as we read The Knight at Dawn from The Magic Tree House series. The children loved 
viewing the power point that gave the students background information about the place Jack and Annie visited.  

Each day the children are busy working on scaffolded writing activities.  
Children write during opening exercises with message of the day, at center time when they write their center 
plans or chapter summary.  

In addition, every day we learned a new letter! Our students are almost done with learning all the letters and the 
sound it makes. We are applying our sounds to our writing and starting to read new words. They are doing an 
amazing job.  

We have also incorporated many different activities for the children to become self- regulated which is such an 
important component of the Tools Program. We are observing many ways that the children are becoming 
successful.  

We finished the month with Halloween! We had a blast at our Halloween party and the parade. It was a great 
day! 

Grades K-2 Self-Contained- Ms. Humphrey  

October has been a very exciting month for my class. We have learned more letters and sounds. Every day we 
practice our letters and sounds in a different way. The children love using play dough and magnet boards to 
write the letter patterns.  
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This month we started to write about the fall.  We read books and wrote different fall facts. In reading we also 
learned new sight words and several diagraph patterns.  We read The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin 
by Joe Troiano. The students loved the story, and even made their own “different” pumpkins! 

In math, we have been learning how to write our numbers from 1-10. The students really enjoy watching the 
enVision math videos. Students have also been learning their doubles facts. The students love listening to the 
“doubles rap” song on YouTube!  

I can’t wait to see how much more my students learn in November! 
  
Grade 1 Mrs. Gomez/Ms. Cortina 

In reader’s workshop, we have started our second unit of study. In this unit, students are learning how to 
maintain their focus during independent reading time. Through daily mini lessons, students have learned how to 
share what they’ve read and track reading by using post-it notes. We have also focused on sequencing events in 
a story. Our class continues to work hard on building reading stamina during quiet reading time. Every day, 
students look forward to Flashlight Friday and reading in the dark with their flashlights!  

In word study, students have learned many new phonics patterns using the Orton-Gillingham three-part drill. 
Students have mastered L, R, and S blends. Every day, we practice encoding and decoding these words. 
Additionally, students rotate between five literacy centers to reinforce reading, writing, and phonics skills. This 
includes guided reading with the teacher, listening to reading, red word work, green word work, and writing. 
Students look forward to this time every day and love working together with peers.  

Children have completed topic two in the EnVision math series. Throughout the topic, students learned how to 
count on to add, how to add doubles and near doubles, add on a ten-frame and add in any order. Students now 
know a variety of strategies to use when adding. We are about to start topic 3, Understanding Subtraction.   

In writing, students are getting the hang of Zaner Bloser’s Six Traits of Writing. Students have learned many 
different forms of narrative writing. Students very much enjoyed learning how to write a friendly letter. We had 
so much fun writing letters to different students in the school, as well as friends they haven’t seen in a while. We 
teamed up with another first grade class in Hasbrouck Heights and we will be pen-pals with them for the rest of 
the school year. We have now begun retelling stories and identifying what happened in the beginning, middle, 
and end of the story.  

We had a blast celebrating Red Ribbon Week. Our class participated in a number of events throughout the week 
to support the Red Ribbon Campaign. We pledged to make good decisions in the future regarding drugs and 
alcohol. We also had so much fun celebrating Halloween and we were so happy that the rain held out so we 
were able to walk in the annual parade!  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

During our literacy block, we have completed all of the short vowel sounds. We have begun working with our 
diagraph friends; so far we have met Chomping Charlie, Shopping Shirley and have just been introduced to 
Thoughtful Thelma. We have learned many spelling rules. During our reader’s workshop, the children have been 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
October, 2019 

!9



introduced to many ways to read independently as well as with their partners.  The children are doing well in 
this area! 

In math, we continue to work with addition and subtraction strategies most recently using ten frames and tables. 
The children look forward to math club each Friday. We began our mad minutes practice. At the beginning of 
each math period, the children get a worksheet with 20 addition problems. We start with five minutes and each 
day after it becomes one minute less. This is done with the same problems for those four days. They get a new 
set of problems every four days. We will be also completing subtraction as well. They seem to love the 
challenge! 

Health had a very busy month. We started the month with Respect Week reading many books and creating 
posters to show ways that we can be respectful. We continued the month with Fire Prevention Week. We read 
books and made our own fire safety book. Our month continued with violence awareness. We read many books 
and had a great discussion on the topic. Our month ended with Red Ribbon Week. We read many books and 
made puppets. We concluded with Halloween safety as well.  

October ended with our annual Halloween parade. The kids looked fantastic! 

Grade 1- Mrs. Schwartz 

October was a month full of learning and fun!  We enjoyed reading the story, Room on the Broom by, Julia 
Donaldson.  The students loved taking part in various literacy centers based on this book.  They successfully 
sequenced the different parts of the story and thoroughly explored the setting, characters and plot.  The students 
completed creative writing prompts telling who they would take on a broom with them and why and even 
designed their very own brooms.  Through the use of this text, they learned new vocabulary and were able to 
compare and contrast the witch and dragon using many new adjectives.   

In word study, students have completed a review of all of the short vowel sounds and have moved on to 
consonant digraphs sh, ch and th.   
The class continues to learn new words by blending different sounds using the Orton-Gillingham three-part 
drill.  The students are now rotating each day between five different literacy centers which provide them an 
opportunity to practice their reading, writing and phonics skills.  They participate in one center a day for five 
days which includes guided reading with the teacher, red word activities, green word work, writing practice and 
a listening center where students listen to a story each week and explore story elements.  Students love working 
with their peers and are excited and motivated to work in centers each day.  
  
In math, our class has now completed topics 1 through 3.  The students have been practicing addition using ten 
frames, number lines and various manipulatives.  They are continuing to learn how to solve addition problems 
by using doubles facts and counting on. 
   
As part of our Week of Respect, students completed a writing assignment on kindness stating how they can 
show kindness to others.  After brainstorming the many ways to show kindness, students took to writing down 
their ideas.  Our finished work is proudly displayed on a football themed bulletin board outside our classroom 
entitled “Team Kindness”. The highlight of October had to be celebrating Halloween with our classmates and 
other friends at Doyle School.  It was such fun wearing costumes to school, walking in the school parade and 
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enjoying the Halloween treats that were provided by our class moms.  We had a great day and appreciate all that 
our class moms do to make our school year so memorable!  We are looking forward to November and all of the 
new learning opportunities the month will bring!  

                        

POR/RTI Grade 1- Mrs. Caicedo 

October was a blast in the resource room!  

In reading, we worked on beginning sounds and short vowels in phonics, in addition to working on sequencing 
and making connections to characters in stories. We have also worked on many red words and continue to use a 
multisensory approach to learning red words and letter sounds. This method helps with phonemic awareness, 
blending sounds, and developing fluency, 

In math, we have learned different addition and subtraction strategies, such as making a ten, using a number 
line, using counters and parts of a number.  

Finally, Kidz Care Club had a very productive month in October. We planned the first ever Fun Run at Doyle 
School. The money raised supported Tackle Kids Cancer which is based out of Hackensack Medical Center. 
With the support of the school, we raised about $800! 

Grade 2- Mrs. Samantha Albanese 

We “explored” the beginning of October by learning all about Christopher Columbus. We did various activities 
and watched different videos explaining why we celebrate Columbus Day. We learned about Columbus in our 
writing as well! The class had an interesting debate after learning all about his exploration to the new world. 
The students debated the fact that some of them don’t think Columbus Day should be celebrated at all, 
considering the Native Americans already discovered “The New World”. The students had a great time looking 
at maps comparing the U.S and the Bahamas where Columbus actually landed. 
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In reading, the students learned how to use retelling strategies; specifically the “somebody, wanted, but, so, 
then” strategy. We analyzed the story Creepy Carrots and used the learned strategy to break the story up into 
parts to retell.  

In writing, we worked on “how to” focusing specifically on “How to Carve a Pumpkin”. The students had a 
blast actually watching me carve the pumpkin after following their specific steps! We also focused on pronouns 
in language arts. The students created Trick or Treat bags where they wrote a spooky sentence, and then 
replaced the nouns with pronouns!  

 

!  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In math, we continued to work on learning different strategies to add and subtract.  
We focused on mastering place value to help us identify numbers and number words. We also continued 
working on building arrays to help us with repeated addition. 

!  
 

Grade 2 Inclusion- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

For the month of October the students have been very busy participating in many fun activities that pertain to 
learning.  The students created a “Spooktacular” neighborhood for our bulletin board outside of our classroom.  
The students generated interactive “haunted houses” by selecting addition facts to solve.  The students applied 
addition strategies such as count on,  

doubles, or near doubles to solve the addition facts that were on their houses.    

In reader’s workshop, we have been “constructing our reading lives.”  The students have been  
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talking to their reading partners to grow as readers.   They have learned how to discuss and recommend books to 
their reading partners.  The students have also learned how to solve their own reading problems like adult 
readers.  

The students are very excited to publish their “small moment” personal narrative pieces in writer’s workshop.  
The students enhanced their writing pieces by using strong leads, dialogue, sound words, thoughts/feelings, 
show not tell, and strong endings.  The students are now using checklists to guide them in proofreading their 
work before composing their final drafts. 

The students were also excited to watch their teacher carve a pumpkin into a jack-o-lantern.  After observing the 
steps of carving a pumpkin the children wrote the directions of “How to Carve a Pumpkin.”  First, they started 
with a material list.  Then they used transition words to help explain the directions. Finally, they drew detailed 
pictures to show their readers how to carve a pumpkin.  
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In math, we have completed topics 2 and 3.  The students have learned how to identify even and odd numbers.  
They also learned how to make arrays and how to use them to find totals. Students have also learned a variety of 
strategies to use when adding within 100.  Some of the strategies include adding on a hundred chart, using an 
open number line, breaking apart numbers to add, and using compensation.  The students have also been solving 
one-step and two-step word problems. 

We are using multi-sensory techniques from Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read words 
during word study. The students have learned how to tap out two syllable compound words.  The students have 
also learned how to use the meaning of the two smaller words in the compound word to help define the 
compound word.   They have reviewed how to spell long vowel words with magic “e” and apply this spelling 
rule when spelling two syllable words that contain magic “e”.  We have also reviewed the sounds of l blends (bl, 
cl, fl, gl, pl, & sl) and r blends (br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, & tr). 

In science, the students continued to learn about plants.   As scientist we conducted various experiments to 
answer scientific questions. The children learned about the importance of pollination through hands on activity.  
The students pretended to be bees.  They buzzed to different flowers and collected/spread pollen (cheese balls) 
from plant to plant.  Due to all of their hard work the plants in our classroom will be able to produce seeds that 
can be planted to repeat the life cycle of a plant. Students finished the unit on plants by learning about seed 
dispersal and created various seeds out of paper to see how they would travel.   

Grade 2- Ms. Rodriguez  

In math, students added within 100 using place-value strategies and a hundreds chart. They broke apart numbers 
into tens and ones to find their sum, and combined them in different ways to make numbers that were easy to 
add mentally. They used words, pictures, numbers, and symbols to construct viable math arguments. They 
completed topic 3 and are now on topic 4, which is adding two digit numbers using models. They are 
continuing to take their three minute math tests weekly to improve their automaticity.  

In reading, students have finished the first unit of reader’s workshop. They have formed reading partnerships 
and then used specific strategies while reading to tackle tricky words, recommend books, and respond and react. 
Students listened to a Halloween book called Creepy Carrots and were able to tell the characters’ points of 
views.   

!  
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Students have started Reading centers, (Daily 5) and read independently on their reading levels to practice their 
fluency. 

Students learned how pronouns take the place of a noun. They also learned how to use collective nouns when 
referring to specific groups.  

In writing, students completed their personal narratives. We had our first publishing party to celebrate their hard 
work. They were just introduced to “how to” writing and we carved our own pumpkin to launch it. They 
continue to learn about formation of uppercase and lowercase letters in handwriting. 

  
In social studies, students learned about ways to be a good citizen, and why laws are important in a community. 
We discussed Christopher Columbus and his importance. They were introduced to the government and the three 
legislative branches. To reinforce these branches, they completed a project which focused on the jobs and 
responsibilities of each branch. 
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Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

Second grade started their journey around the world. To accompany our non-fiction unit, students learned about 
Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) in Mexico. We learned about the holiday and what it entails and 
compared it to our holiday of Halloween. We all read short passages about both Halloween and Dia de los 
Muertos and created a life-size Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two. We also did an animal study on 
bats! Second graders used text evidence to answer questions and write an informative essay on bats. 

!  

! !  
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In math, we finished our topic 2 and started topic 3 learning a variety of strategies to add two-digit numbers.  
We continued our bat lessons into math as well. Students applied their knowledge about bats and we discussed 
facts and opinions. We surveyed their opinion of bats and turned the data into two different types of graphs. 
Second graders then decided which numbers were odd or even and made an equation out of the data. 

!  
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POR/RTI Grades2/ 3- Mrs. Gibney 

October went by so quickly! 

In pull-out language arts class, students reviewed the rule of “bossy r” and the spellings of er, ir, and ur.  For 
comprehension, they began the book Doggone Third Grade with a focus on identifying character traits of the 
main characters and working on tracking, finding main idea, recalling details, making predictions, restating 
questions, and building vocabulary. 

In math, second graders are studying strategies to add and subtract, and third graders have learned the 0, 1, 2, 5, 
10, and 11 multiplication facts. 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

It is hard to believe that the first marking period is coming to an end!  All of my students are thriving as third 
graders.  I am very proud of them!  They continue to strengthen their independent and organizational skills.  My 
third graders are experts at switching classes, writing in their planners, and packing up to go home. These 
amazing students can also add “technology wiz” to their impressive skill set.  They are experts at using their 
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Chromebooks!  Google has certainly become the key word during instructional time.  Google Docs and Google 
Classroom are powerful educational tools.  Next up...Google Slides!     

In reader’s workshop, all of my students spent the month mastering the skill of finding the main idea of a 
passage, paragraph, and book.  Details and evidence were cited to support the main idea.  Students completed a 
fun center by stating the main idea of their favorite television shows and movies.  My students completed their 
SECOND class novel!  Great job!!  As students move to the next novel they are anxious to meet new characters 
and discover new story plots. 

A special thank you to the Knights of Columbus and the WRPTA for donating two pumpkins to my class!  Each 
pumpkin was transformed into a character from our classroom novel.  Check out the pictures!  Periods 2/3 made 
Worm, the baby pipling from Ninety Seven Ways to Train a Dragon.  Period 4/5 made the ghost from The 
Haunted Hotel.  It was a complete STEAM activity.  Students had to plan, design, measure, and CREATE!  It 
was an excellent activity that fostered teamwork.  Everyone respected the ideas that each student volunteered.  I 
am so proud of their hard work and the kindness they showed to each other. 

In literacy periods 2/3, the HP students finished their year at the Dragon Slayers Academy!  As usual, our class 
was spent in the story circle with lively Book Talks and discussions while reading Ninety Seven Ways to Train a 
Dragon.  Reading together helps bring the plot to life!  The students enjoyed learning what it takes to raise a 
baby pipling.  They also learned about challenges the characters faced once the baby dragon began growing. 
 It’s pretty hard to disguise a dragon as a student!  While identifying character traits and making predictions, 
students also identified the main idea and sequenced important story events. Evidence and their terms were used 
to cite reasons why events were unfolding in the book.   My HP students spent a great morning with their 
favorite book buddies in Miss Kelly’s Pre-K class!  They listened to a funny Halloween story and made bats! 
  
In literacy periods 4/5, the students solved the mystery of the Haunted Hotel! Students discovered that 
sometimes things are not what they seem. Our reading class included Book Talks in our story circle.  We 
practiced our best “ghostly” voices while reading aloud to help bring the story to life!  Everyone was happy 
when the Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose found the people responsible for haunting the Shangri-La.  Everyone 
cheered when we read that the hotel was saved by the kid detectives.  Along with character traits and 
predictions, students identified the main idea of each chapter and cited details that supported it.  Next book 
starts in November and we are THRILLED!!!! 

In writer’s workshop, students completed and published their first fictional narrative.  Before completing the 
writing process, students learned story elements, different types of sentences, and the power of words through 
synonyms and antonyms.  The key part of our writing lesson this month was:  Writing is a ladder….one step at a 
time.  Students made story cards for paragraph one and organized list for paragraph two and three.  To complete 
the writing process, my little authors made their own “book covers” for their stories!  Awesome work! 
They are looking forward to completing their second fictional narrative next month!  I am very impressed by the 
authors I have in my class.    

In social studies, students continued to master the necessary skills for completing an open book assessment. 
 Students read about historical events that shaped our country.  
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Students had an amazing time at the STEAM Lab in Maywood.  They created their own animal based on 
adaptations they needed to survive in their environment.  Check out the pictures!! 

If you have not done so, please use the code that I sent home to join my Class Dojo!  If you lost your code, 
please email me and I will send home another copy. 

Please email me with any questions or concerns at 
 bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.   

Please visit my web page on the Wood-Ridge Schools website for homework and important information.  Please 
continue to check your child’s planner each night. 
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Grade 3 Inclusion- Mrs. Franchini/Mrs. Kathleen Albanese 

In literacy, the students just wrapped up what is turning out to be one of their favorite novel studies, Third 
Grade Angels. The students have been working on strengthening and expanding their vocabulary skills, as well 
as finding synonyms and antonyms to replace words.  They have also been working on creating predictions, 
citing the text as a basis for evidence to support their predictions.  The students have all been working really 
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hard to take their learning to the next level by using the text, more specifically page numbers, specific pictures 
or instances in a story, to back up their ideas about what will happen.  We have been practicing identifying the 
main idea within a story or passage and further finding the evidence or details that support the main idea.  The 
students have been enjoying using their witch’s fingers to track their reading and have also been using the 
Chromebooks to read, write, and work collaboratively.  The students have been doing an amazing job working 
incredibly hard to strengthen all of their reading skills!  To keep with the Halloween spirit, each of our reading 
classes worked together to help transform a pumpkin into characters from our stories!  One class made a spider 
after we read a book about spider face and another created an angel based on the novel Third Grade Angels. 
  
In writing, the students have been working hard to strengthen their narrative writing.  We have been working 
together to create strong leads and incorporate dialogue into our writing.  The students have loved being able to 
develop narratives of their own.  We discussed incorporating problems and solutions into our writing. The 
students are learning how to write longer pieces and organize their ideas into paragraphs, as well as journal 
writing and incorporating skills learned into shorting writing tasks. 
  
In social studies, we just wrapped up a unit of different kinds of explorers.  The students learned about the 
Spanish, French, and English explorers.  They really were fascinated to learn about what America was like back 
then and the struggles between the Native Americans and the early explorers.  The students learned about routes 
these explorers took to find the Americas and the struggles they had along the way. 

! ! !  

!  
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Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Math classes continue to work on basic multiplication and division facts.  Students are using the 
distributive property to break apart larger facts into smaller known facts in their quest to conquer 
multiplication.  We also continued the tradition of the Doyle School pumpkin seed contest.  Students from the 
HP class rehearsed a short script to be read in each classroom and brought the pumpkin for all to see and make 
their guesses.  After guessing was complete, students scooped out seeds and counted them before determining 
the winners for each class.  Special thanks to Mr. Albro for graciously accepting our invitation to cut open the 
pumpkin!    

! ! !  
Social Studies:  Students this month focused on chapters about how the environment influences communities.  
Students were able to consider what aspects of the environment may have influenced their families’ decisions to 
live in Wood-Ridge as well as what aspects of the environment may influence them someday when they chose a 
place to live.  We also learned about the exploration and discovery of North America in our chapter about 
explorers.  Students were very interested in the many reasons European explorers set sail, what they discovered, 
and how it led to the beginning of our own country.     

Special October Happenings:  This month students attend the first of three trips to the STEAM lab in 
Maywood.  Students worked cooperatively to make posters of newly created species.  This month, students also 
completed lessons on Anti-Bullying and Red Ribbon Week.  Students discussed the importance of having a safe 
school environment and how bullying can affect all students in a school.  Students also participated in the CAP 
program where they learned how to deal with and stop bullying.  Also discussed this month was the importance 
of saying no to drugs during red ribbon week.  Students participated in theme days and completed various 
activities and classroom discussions about saying no to drugs and staying healthy.  
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Grade 3 Inclusion -Ms. Moccia/Mrs. Kathleen Albanese 

In math class this month, we covered Topics 3 and 4. In Topic 3, we concentrated applying strategies to answer 
multiplication facts.  We continue to work on being multiplication masters by practicing skip counting with 
multiplication songs and taking multiplication belt tests.  In Topic 4, the students use multiplication to help them 
divide.  

This month in social studies, we have learned a lot about our government and the communities we live in.  In 
Topic 3, we learned about the French, Spanish, and English explorers.  We discussed how all of these explorers 
traveled to the Americas.  We also discussed the causes and effects of the American Revolution.  We have 
currently just finished Topic 4.  We learned about the importance of our government.  We read and discussed the 
principles and beliefs of the United States government.k 

The Month of October covered many important issues.  This month we learned about respect, violence 
vandalism awareness.  In class, we discussed the topics of respect and violence together.  We discussed the topic 
of respect and participated in the NJCAP program.  This month we also celebrated Red Ribbon Week, which is 
a pledge to be drug free.  As a class we created a list of the top ten reasons to be drug free. The students got to 
share their own personal pledge on why they will remain drug free.   

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
October, 2019 

!28



Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a candy corn craft to get in the Halloween spirit! I incorporated each child’s goal 
in this activity. If a child has language goals, I had them work on synonyms/categories/past tense verbs for each 
word on their candy corn. If a child has articulation goals, I had the children work on their sounds while putting 
them on their candy corn. For children in Pre-K or Kindergarten, I targeted goals such as labeling, following 
directions, increasing MLU (I see candy corn!) and requesting items (I want scissors).  This was a great activity 
that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so every child could participate. After, I hung up the candy corn in my 
speech room so everyone could admire their hard work!  

!  

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFillipo 

During the month of October, therapeutic relationships continued to grow and routines during occupational 
therapy sessions were formed.  The main project completed this month for the pre-K and kindergarten students 
was a “falling leaves” painting craft. This craft was motivating to students but also helped to target individual 
goals. The craft addressed fine motor/visual perceptual skills, bilateral coordination, hand-eye coordination, 
scissor skills and direction following. Students also engaged in sensory activities including making “monster 
slime” and “pumpkin dough” to target hand strengthening and promote the development of tactile systems. 

Art- Mrs. Jeffery 

Pre-K artists began working on their alphabet soup wax resists inspired by the artist Jasper Johns. Students were 
introduced to the artist by viewing his alphabet and number paintings. They began by tracing a circle on 
watercolor paper. Next, students used oil pastels to practice their letters... They then painted over top of the 
letters with yellow watercolors to look like soup. They observed how the oil pastels and watercolors do not mix 
- creating a resist technique. To complete their soup bowls, students will create a pattern on white paper to make 
it look like a tablecloth. They will then assemble their bowls, soup, and table settings onto their white patterned 
paper.  
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Kindergarten artists created line monsters after reading the book Lines that Wiggle. They learned lines are one 
of the elements of art. Students pointed out all of the different lines they found in the classroom such as straight, 
curved, zig-zag, dashed, dotted, and wavy. Using oil pastels, students drew a variety of lines on their paper. 
Next, students learned painting techniques to create a beautiful rainbow pattern on their papers. Students 
practiced cutting by cutting out a zig-zag line across the tops of their papers to create their monster ears and 
hair. Kindergarten artists then glued eyes, mouths, and accessories to their papers to create silly line monsters! 
  
The first grade artists began working on their impressionist still life sunflowers inspired by the artist Berthe 
Morisot. Students began by viewing the Mati and Dada clip on Berthe Morisot. They learned how impressionist 
artists created their artwork with tiny lines of color to show movement and light. First grade artists observed 
how Morisot was known for creating beautiful flower paintings. Students began their artwork by following a 
guided drawing directed by Mrs. Jeffery. They then learned how to work like an impressionist artist by coloring 
using tiny lines and layers of colors using oil pastels. Lastly, students went over their drawings with a white oil 
pastel. Students observed how the white pastel blends the colors to create a beautiful impressionist effect! 
  
Second and third grade artists completed their Yayoi Kusama pumpkins. Students were introduced to her work 
by viewing a PowerPoint and video on her infinity rooms and pumpkin patches. Using a guided drawing 
technique, students drew pumpkins in the style and form of Yayoi Kusama. Second grade artists are creating 
their pumpkin patches using complementary colors that make each other brighter and bolder. They will 
complete their patches by added unique designs to their background and pumpkins. Third grade artists are 
learning the technique of blending and shading their pumpkins using value. They observed how when objects go 
back in space they are darker. However, when they are closer to us, they are lighter. Students are practicing 
using a variety of hand pressures to create lighter and darker values. They will then shade their pumpkins using 
value. Students are then adding zentangle designs to their pumpkins.  
Zentangles are a mindful, repeativie art practice that helps students focus - just like how Yayoi Kusama created 
her art!  

They then created a background for their pumpkins that resembles Yayoi Kussama’s mirrored infinity rooms 
using metallic sharpies and chalk pastels.  

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

For the month of October the students in grades PK – 1 have continued to work on the development of their 
locomotor skills, which includes various ways to travel about in open and crowded space.  

In addition to showing mechanically sound locomotor movements the students were to also display appropriate 
body control and environmental awareness when moving about in a space that’s being shared with others. Some 
of the most common examples of locomotor movements include but are not limited to; crawling, rolling, 
walking, jogging, skipping, hopping, and running.  

Furthermore, throwing & catching are a couple of skills that have been a common focus for all students (PK – 
3) throughout the past month. The students have been learning proper throwing mechanics as well as the 
different ways an object can be thrown.  
In addition to throwing, students were simultaneously learning the correct technique of how to catch an object 
that has been thrown or struck in the air by an implement. Students were given ample opportunities to practice 
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throwing & catching through a variety of activities which are meant not only to help develop the 
aforementioned skills but are also made to help students build their confidence while having fun.  

Also, as part of an SGO objective the second and third graders were assessed on their rope jumping skills. Each 
student was given the opportunity to showcase their skills & endurance by jumping with a short rope for as long 
as they can consecutively without any stopping. The results will be recorded for the purpose of comparing it to 
the post-assessment (using same method) results to see how much growth, if any, has been made by each 
student.  

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!! 

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

Catherine Doyle Media students in grades 1-3 have been working on research projects, Space & Space Travel. 
  Students were given a variety of topics to research. Grades 2 & 3 also learned how to use Google Classroom, 
Google Docs, & Google Slides as part of their research development. 

In the kindergarten classes, students are learning keyboarding skills that will help them throughout their school 
career. Examples include; learning the home row, maneuvering the mouse, how to click and drag as well as cut 
and paste. 

 

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second, and third grade has been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes  
with the appropriate letter name and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. Students 
also finished up learning about classical and modern composers, respectively.  
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Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, You're a Grand Old 
Flag and Let's Go Fly a Kite. Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-
Doo-Dah. Kindergarten and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood folk 
songs on the xylophones such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 

ESL- Ms. Manicone 

Kindergarten ESL

The beginning of the month students were still being evaluated.  After screening and evaluations were complete, 
students were scheduled for ESL class.  We began our class, introducing ourselves and learning our friends/
classmates’ names.  Every day, we practice greeting each other by name.  We are still learning our classroom 
rules and routines.  We ended the month reading a story about a raccoon named Hunter, and how he can be a 
good friend and student.  Students then drew pictures and explained how they can be a good friend and 
student.   

1st and 3rd Grade ESL

This month students are reviewing and practicing their short vowel sounds.  We make word family trees and 
have rhyming contests.  We practiced breaking our words down into smaller pieces or chunks to help sound 
them out. 

We reviewed different kinds of sentences, and identified them.  Lastly, we reviewed and practiced our 
handwriting.   

 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 

Reading 
 During the month of October, students continued working on identifying character traits and citing text 
evidence while reading our first class novel, Tales of A Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. Both classes also 
participated in several other activities that focused on identifying character traits, like a task card scavenger hunt 
and other center activities that focused on the skill. 

After finishing Blume’s book, students worked in groups to create newscasts detailing events from Tales 
of A Fourth Grade Nothing. Students worked together to assign roles, write scripts, and create props for their 
newscasts. When all work was finished, students presented their newscasts to the class! 
          Finally, students have started learning how to use “show, not tell” to make their writing more descriptive. 
Students started by writing descriptive paragraphs about their experience while eating an oreo cookie. While 
eating an oreo, students were encouraged to jot down what they smelled, heard, felt, saw, and tasted. For 
example, a student might have heard crunching as students bit their cookies. Then, students used their notes to 
respond to a related writing prompt. Both classes also practiced the same skill by writing descriptive paragraphs 
about the fall. While walking around the perimeter of the school, students wrote about what they could hear, 
see, taste, smell, and feel during the fall season. After, students used their notes to create a descriptive writing 
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piece about the fall. The students also got to celebrate Halloween by writing a spooky show, not tell paragraph 
about a monster. 

Social Studies 
October is an exciting month for WRIS’s fourth graders! After learning about New Jersey’s four regions, 

students began learning about New Jersey’s first people, the Lenape. The Lenape lived in an area called 
“Lenapehoking,” which means  “Land of the Lenape.”  Their land included what is now New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, New York,  Delaware, and Connecticut. Throughout the month of October, students learned about 
the Lenape’s way of life, including how they got their food, made their shelter, and more. Students also learned 
how the Lenape used the natural resources surrounding them, like rivers and trees, to survive. Additionally, 
students started working on their Lenape Village dioramas, which will be presented at the end of November! 

Grade 4 – Johnson 
            

 Math 1 – The students have worked to complete Topic 1, which reviewed basic multiplication and division 
skills.  We’ve used white boards and other various manipulatives, which help students to visualize what a 
multiplication and division number sentence look like.   From here we will begin multiplying 2, 3, and 4-digit 
numbers by 1-digit multipliers. 

Math 2- This month, the children worked on multiplying 2, 3, and 4-digit numbers by 1-digit.  The children 
practiced their multiplication skills by a playing card game in which they had to construct a number to arrive at 
the largest product.  These various activities allow the children the opportunity to practice their skills in fun, 
game-like situations.  We will continue to use these multiplication skills as we work with larger numbers and 2-
digit multipliers in chapters 7 and 8. Children continue to work with problem solving skills by completing 
various enrichment activities both independently and in small groups.  

Science – The children have been learning about heat and heat transfer.  We completed many activities that gave 
the students the opportunity to observe many of the concepts that we read about in class.  We were able to see 
how particles move differently in hot and cold water.  We were able to watch the temperature change in water as 
heat is transferred from hot water to cold water.   The children were also able to see how heat can affect size the 
size of objects.  The children watched as balloons inflated when placed on a water bottle and in hot water and 
when the balloon was heated with a hairdryer.  We will continue learning about different types of energy by 
studying light energy next. 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
October, 2019 

!33



Halloween Science Fun 

! !  

!  
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Grade 4 – May 

Reading: Our classes have finished our first novel of the year, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. 
We analyzed all of the characters in the book, especially the main character, Peter Hatcher. The students worked 
on developing a character theory for Peter supporting it with evidence from the text. Students analyzed the 
character’s thoughts, feelings, actions, and dialogue throughout the book.  In one chapter, the students worked 
collaboratively to develop newscasts reporting on the events of Fudge’s birthday DISASTER!  They worked 
really hard on this project collaborating to write news reports and practice their presentation. It was a big hit 
with the students and we all had a blast being the audience! 

To end the unit on character study, the students really enjoyed working in groups to complete character 
task cards and they also created character selfies. They even “tagged” other characters and wrote some pretty 
funny hashtags!   

See some pictures of our newscasts in action below…. 

!  

Writing : In writing, the fourth grade students have continued using RACE as a strategy for responding to 
reading. The classes practiced answering questions about the novel while: 
 R-restating the question 
 A-answering the question in their own words 
 C-citing text evidence using quotations and page numbers 
 E-explaining evidence and answers to make a meaningful real world connection 

This skill is very important for structuring open ended responses. Students have worked very hard to 
understand and apply each part of RACE in their writing. We have also continued working on enhancing our 
writing with better adjectives and “Show, Don’t Tell” where students need to work on “showing” details with 
enough description, using the five senses, to create a picture in the reader’s mind. We completed an Oreo 
activity, where students used sensory details about their experience eating the Oreo while actually doing it. We 
discussed smell, hear, see, feel, and taste. We also went on a nature walk to write descriptive paragraphs about 
the fall season in our state! The students loved this and are really enjoying this part of writing! See pictures 
below… 
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 To extend these lessons, the students will start their first full narrative writing piece soon.  They will 
work on writing their own “Fudge” stories to go along with the novel we finished. I cannot wait to see what 
mischief Fudge gets himself into through their stories!  

Social Studies: We are studying Chapter 2 on the Early Peoples of New Jersey. We learned about the Lenape 
Native Americans settling in NJ in Lesson 1. The class really enjoys having class discussions about this topic. 
The classes played a review game on KAHOOT and they absolutely loved it! It is a digital computer game that 
all students participate on using their class chrome books. Ask your child about it. I am sure they would love to 
tell you more about it!    

We have also just introduced our unit project of working cooperative groups to make model Lenape 
Villages. The students watched videos, took notes, and used our class chrome books and textbooks to think 
about an appropriate design for their model village. The village must have some representations of Lenape life 
such as cooking (fire), housing, hunting & fishing, and farming (crops). The villages must have a forest area and 
a water source represented.  
Letters and grading rubrics were sent home with the students to share with parents about expectations and 
details of the project. Feel free to let me know if there are any further questions. I believe this will be an 
exciting project for the students! We hope you can make it to come see their Lenape Village Gallery on 
November 27 at 9:00 AM.   
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Grade 4 – Romoff 

In Math, the students have been working on skills in all the four operations. Children are able to add and 
subtract 4- and 5-digit numbers and will be practicing these skills the entire year. We have also been working on 
multiplication and division skills and concepts. Word problems have been focused on this month and the 
students are learning how to create bar diagrams to make visual representations of the problems. Students are 
very excited to begin learning 1-digit by multi-digit multiplication. 

In science, things definitely were heating up this month. The children enjoyed learning about the ways heat is 
transferred through conduction, convection, and radiation. The classes learned about heat energy through 
various videos, readings, and discussions. The concepts really came alive when the students participated in 
activities which showed conduction and convection occurring. The children really enjoyed being active learners 
in this unit. 

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 
Math- R.I.P long division! You didn’t scare us! Students worked hard during the month of October to tackle  

long division and working with greater numbers.  Students learned to estimate and relied on their basic fact 
foundations in order to divide and multiply larger numbers.  They are progressing along nicely and should 
continue to practice their basic facts.   We tried a new center activity that incorporated the use of an online QR 
Scanner.  As a result of their hard work, we will be moving forward to our next topic on Volume and Solids.   
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Science 

All about Matter!  Students have learned about the characteristics of all matter as well as how to identify matter 
using properties.  The second part of our matter unit dealt with the ways that matter changes  Our investigations 
this month included learning about physical and chemical changes and how to spot them, we took our pennies 
to the cleaners learned about a special science family known as The Atoms Family and got all mixed up while 
learning about mixtures, solutions and compounds   In addition to our labs, students will also be learning about 
the  Periodic Table of Elements by working on their Element Tissue Box projects.   Next up, we will be learning 
all about Energy and Change. 

Grade 5 – Muscle 
ELA: 

Students continue reading the novel Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli. As an introduction to the novel, 
students worked in various centers to discuss social issues that exist in the book including racism and 
homelessness. Students continue to read the novel and work on various vocabulary building and comprehension 
activities related to the novel.  

As part of Writer’s Workshop, students worked on a short writing prompt: “If I Were A Leaf”, where 
they had to write about the day in the life of a leaf. Furthermore, students have been focusing on improving their 
writing. Students are currently working on recreating the nursery rhyme “Humpty Dumpty” and “Itsy Bitsy 
Spider”. Students used the 5 W’s to guide their writing and to expand the story. The goal of the activities was to 
elaborate so their sentences were well developed.  
                   
Social Studies: 

Students have just finished Chapter 2 on exploration and the impact of the Columbian Exchange. 
Students read various articles and watched various Brain Pop videos that showed both the positive and negative 
effects of both exploration and the Columbian Exchange. Students will now begin Chapter 3 which discusses 
colonization of the Americas, focusing on the arrival of the Spanish. Students will discuss the effects of the 
Spanish settlements in the Americas and the pros and cons of St. Augustine.  
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Grade 5 – Oppido 
HP Math: 
My HP students have completed Topic 5: Dividing by 2-Digit Divisors as well as Topic 12: Volume of Solids this 
month. During the topic on volume, the class was introduced to many different solid figures, learned how to 
find the volume of rectangular prisms as well as L-shaped compounds and solved real world word problems that 
dealt with volume. The students worked together with real life-sized unit cubes drawing the different views 
(front, side and top) of each solid created. Mr. Lisa even caught us in the hallway as we were completing this 
activity! At the end of October, we started Topic 8: Numerical Expressions, Patterns and Relationships, which 
deals a lot with variables and solving for unknown amounts. 
             
Math:  
This month after we finished Topic 4, we quickly moved onto Topic 5: Dividing by 2-Digit Divisors.  The 
students worked very hard on this topic and did very well. After we got through the division, we moved onto 
Topic 12: Volume of Solids toward the middle of the month. The students worked together with real life-sized 
unit cubes drawing the different views (front, side and top) of each solid created. 
                                                                
Science Classes: 
Before we finished up the unit on matter, the classes completed a project becoming detectives for a specific 
element.  They had to go on a hunt to find out information on their element and become true detectives by filing 
out a fugitive file as well as creating a wanted poster.  The class did a great job on this project and their wanted 
posters were all displayed on our bulletin board for the month.   

Since then, we have moved onto our unit on energy where the classes learned about different types of energy 
such as potential and kinetic as well as thermal, electrical and chemical energy just to name a few.  At the end of 
the month, they enjoyed making their own virtual roller coasters trying to use the correct amount of kinetic and 
potential energy; they had a blast!  

They also learned about how the Sun plays a major role in how organisms as well as plants get their energy.  We 
completed a lab in the middle of the month that lasted two week; we used three plants, a control plant which 
was given the proper amount of water and sunlight each day, variable 1 (period 1 class) decided to give the 
plant too much water and variable 2 (period 2 class) decided to remove the air from their plant by putting 
petroleum jelly on the bottoms of every leaf to prevent the carbon dioxide from entering. For the last two weeks 
of the month, the classes had to observe and record their findings on their plant.  At the end of the two weeks, 
we will end the lab by finishing the lab questions as well as creating graphs to show the change in height as the 
time went on.  
Below are the pictures of what each plant looked like at the start and the end of the two-week journey.    
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Grade 5 – Palmieri 

 ELA: 

Students continue reading the novel Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli. As an introduction to the novel, students 
worked in various centers to discuss social issues that exist in the book including racism and homelessness. 
Students continue to read the novel and work on various vocabulary building and comprehension activities 
related to the novel. Students worked on a short writing prompt: “If I Were A Leaf”, where they had to write 
about the day in the life of a leaf. As part of  Writer’s Workshop, students have been focusing on improving 
their writing. Students are currently working on recreating the fairytale “Humpty Dumpty”. Students used the 5 
W’s to guide their writing and to expand the story. Students have also worked on using parts of speech along 
with the 5 W’s to create more detailed sentences and paragraphs.  
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Social Studies: 

Students have just finished chapter 2 on exploration and the Columbian Exchange. Students read various 
articles and watched various Brain Pop videos that showed both the positive and negative effects of both 
exploration and the Columbian Exchange. Students will now begin chapter 3 which discusses the thirteen 
colonies. Students will discuss how and why the English started colonies in the Americas.  

  
Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- We have almost completed our first novel for the year, Holes. The students are enjoying the book a lot 
and are having a lot of fun reading it.  We will be learning the plot pyramid, types of conflict, cause and effect, 
fact and opinion, and point of view. These are all important devices needed to understand literature. The 
students completed a project where they designed a brochure for Camp Green Lake.  Camp Green Lake is 
where Stanley is sent when he is wrongly convicted of a crime.  Students explored the use of irony in their 
brochures and had a great time creating them.  We also expanded our knowledge on irony and studied the three 
types of irony found in literature being dramatic, verbal, and situational. Our next unit will be poetry.  We will 
be reading and analyzing poems and also studying famous poets. We will also be learning about figurative 
language, rhyme, and parts of a poem.  

!  
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Social Studies – We are busy finishing the second chapter in our books entitled The Fertile Crescent.  The 
students learned about Mesopotamia and ancient civilizations such as Babylon and Assyria.  The students 
discussed how the Phoenicians developed the first alphabet and other important contributions by these ancient 
civilizations.  We also listened to a fun song on Ancient Mesopotamia and created a Google Slides presentation 
on the different sections in Chapter 2.  Our next chapter will explore Ancient Egypt.  This is such an interesting 
chapter and it has so much for us to explore and learn.  Everyone is looking forward to it! 

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
Language Arts-Students have done a great job implementing reading routines. As our mentor text, we continue 
to read Holes, by Louis Sachar. We are focusing on the following reading skills: irony, empathy, internal and 
external character traits, and how to correctly respond to reading questions using text evidence. Students are 
continuing to add information in their reading binders about the characters of Holes. Students did a wonderful 
job creating brochures for Camp Green Lake!  The brochures were designed to show irony by telling parents 
what their children will experience if “sentenced” to Camp Green Lake.  In Writers Workshop, we studied titles 
and "Dead Words”, and continue to edit daily.  Our grammar lessons are proving to be very helpful.    
Social Studies- We are currently studying Chapter 2, The Fertile Crescent.   The class enjoyed watching a video 
about the Fertile Crescent.  As an activity, we completed a cuneiform puzzle.  Students are also getting excited 
to start working on their Google Slide Project!  Our next unit of study will be Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt.  

Grade 6 – Molta 

The month of October has been an exciting time in sixth grade. The students have embraced their role as the 
leaders in the school. It has been most enjoyable watching them run for student council, patrol safety in the 
hallways, participate in spirit days, and dress up for Halloween. 

Math – So far, math has been a lot of fun. We completed Unit 2 Fractions with the help of our manipulatives! 
The students enjoyed using the fraction tiles and katie kubes to help with understanding. Our third unit 
consisted entirely of decimals. The students enjoyed using their graphing white boards and interactive 
numberlines to help us get through this decimal-filled topic. 
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Science – We spent a great deal of time learning about Earth’s structure, its minerals and rocks, and all of the 
intricacies of the rock cycle process. We are now moving on to learning about different forces that shape the 
Earth! 

Grade 6 – Negro 
      
October was a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students learned about Earth’s atmosphere and water 
cycle as they relate to weather. We created a simulation to model evaporation using a beaker of salt water and a 
hot plate.  Students acted as meteorologists by creating and reading weather station symbols.  We discussed the 
different tools that are used to predict weather and learned about different types of severe weather.  Students 
used all of the information they learned to create a public service announcement to warn people about one type 
of storm.  Near the end of the month, we began our study of Earth’s rocks and minerals and the rock cycle.  
Students evaluated a mock movie script to see if it was scientifically accurate, and we created a model of 
stalactites and stalagmites. 

     In math, students reviewed fractions and fraction operations.  Students learned the new skill of dividing 
fractions and drew models of division as well. Students also reviewed decimal operations.  Students explored 
the real world uses of decimal addition and subtraction by creating orders and calculating their prices from a 
pizza menu.  The HP class demonstrated their understanding of integers by creating a poster of an ocean scene 
with objects placed above and below sea level.  As a part of math class, all students were introduced to some 
concepts associated with financial literacy.  As a class, we explored the question, “Why save for winter?” and 
discussed concepts such as saving and spending.  The students have enjoyed a read aloud of the novel The 
Miscalculations of Lightening Girl by Stacy McAnulty.  The story explores the adventures of a 13 year old math 
savant during her first year in public school.   
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 Special Education – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 
This month the students have been working on Unit 2:  Fractions.  The class started the month by understanding 
fractions:  identifying, naming, parts of, etc.  Next, the class learned how to compare fractions using the 
butterfly method.  The class then spent time learning how to add and subtract fractions with like and unlike 
denominators.  The class was exposed to adding and subtracting mixed numbers.  The class then used their 
previous knowledge/lessons on multiplying and dividing from multiplying and dividing fractions.  This 
included fractions, whole numbers, and  mixed numbers.  The class began Unit 3:  Decimals.  Students were 
shown ways of representing decimals (visual, work, standard forms).  Then they learned how to compare and 
order decimals.  Students learned the proper procedure for adding and subtracting decimals. 

The class completed a financial literacy project on budgeting money.  They each received a fake $100 check to 
spend in the “classroom store.”  They had to complete a budget spreadsheet of the items they are hoping to 
purchase.  They used estimation of decimals to stay within budget.  Then they had to figure out how much they 
spent, write a check to pay for it and figure out how much money they had left over. 

 
The students have been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  Students 
are also using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the weekly 
topics. 

  
Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
Students started the month using their artistic and advertising skills to create a travel Brochure for Camp Green 
Lake from the novel Holes.  Students incorporated the mini lesson on Types of Irony in their brochure.  Students 
continued to define new words and understand them in context.  Students continued reading the novel Holes 
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throughout the month.  While reading, students have completed mini lessons on character traits, descriptive 
writing, types of irony,types of conflict, cause and effect and vocabulary. 

Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 

!  

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA  RTI classes 
Classes focused on skills that appeared to be below level or in need of intervention as per NJSLS and STAR 
reports.  The students read the short story “Aaron’s Future Friend” in the Common Core Support Coach books.  
Students learned to use text evidence to make an inference about a character.  They are also identifying the main 
components of a story mountain.  Students read the nonfiction text “Real Heroes” from Systems 44.  They 
extended their knowledge on character.  They did a short writing on character analysis.  Students were guided in 
how to find support in the text and summarize what it says to make an inference. Students continued to practice 
the skills of  character analysis and story mountain element summarizing as well as learning to identify theme in 
the short story “La Festival Calabaza” in the Common Core Support Coach books.  

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math RTI classes 
Classes focused on skills that appeared to be below level or in need of intervention as per NJSLS and STAR 
reports.  The class focused on understanding exponents and using them in understanding expressions.  The 
students reviewed the ways to write exponents (exponential, word, standard, and expanded form).  They played 
a matching game as well as used the corresponding lesson in the Common Core Support Coach books. Next the 
class reviewed order of operations.  They practiced step by step using PEMDAS as a guide. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
The classes have been learning about The Fertile Crescent and Ancient Mesopotamia.  The students expanded 
their vocabulary with key terms relating to The Fertile Crescent.  They learned how the Assyrian and 
Babylonian Empires have conquered (even each other) to take over power.  The students then learned about 
Hammurabi’s Code and cuneiform writing.  Students worked with a partner to create a Google Slides 
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presentation on this topic showing their ability to find main idea and important details in a nonfiction social 
studies text. 

6th Grade Science ICS classes 
This month the class focused on the layers of the earth, weather, and rocks including the rock cycle. Students 
watched a video on severe weather, watched many Brainpop videos, and read Readworks articles on the topic of 
studying rocks to learn about Earth’s history. 

Special Education – Lanfranchi 
4th Grade Mathematics 
   Students  continued working on Topic 3: Place Value. Skills covered in this topic include place value 
and representing numbers in standard, expanded, and word form.  Our class also used their knowledge of place 
value to compare, order, and round numbers.  Finally, students continue to practice their foundational math 
skills by completing lessons on Imagine Math and IXL. 

4th Grade Language Arts 
During the month of October, students continued reading our first novel for the school year, Tales of a 

Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  The conversation of character traits and character development 
continued this month.  Students discussed how the main characters of this novel developed throughout the text.  
We also read mentor texts to practice identifying character traits and providing evidence.   

!   !  
4th Grade RTI 

Students continued working in our new RTI instructional books.  They will continue working with this 
book to support their growth in reading comprehension.  
4th Social Studies ICS 

During the month of September students began Chapter 1:The Geography of the United States and 
discussed how the varied geography of NewJersey affects how people live and work.  Students began discussing 
the requirements for the Lenape project and presentation. 
4th Science ICS 

Students continued working on the first Unit: Energy during the month of October.  They worked in 
groups to continue investigating how the speed of a moving object is affected by height, weight, and the amount 
of friction.  Also, students began working with the second unit: Heat.  Students investigated how temperature 
affects the amount of energy in matter.  
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Special Education – Panayoti 
  
English 
Students continued their lessons in writing/grammar conventions, working on building 
vocabulary. Students studied the differences between synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. 
Students used the chromebooks to access www.thesaurus.com to find synonyms, as well as used 
thesaurus books located in the media center. 
In our reading component, the class continued reading the novel Maniac Magee by Jerry 
Spinelli. As an introduction, the class discussed the social issues that exist in the book including 
racism and homelessness. Students continue to read the novel and work on various vocabulary 
building and comprehension activities related to the novel. 

Math : 
The 5th graders continue working on their Do Nows, which are the class “Mad Minutes” 
where multiplication and division skills are practiced daily. The students just completed Topic 3, 
and finished up long multiplication and division. Using the mnemonic device, Does McDonald’s 
Sell Cheeseburgers Rare , students learned the steps in the long division process. Students 
viewed videos, worked on center activities, and used whiteboards to practice these math skills. 
The 5th graders are moving onto Volume of 3D figures in November. 

Social Studies: 
Students have just finished chapter 2 on Exploration and the Columbian Exchange. 
Students read various articles and watched various Brain Pop videos that showed both the 
positive and negative effects of both exploration and the Columbian Exchange. Students will 
now begin chapter 3 which discusses colonization of the Americas. Students will discuss the 
activities of Spanish settlements in the Americas and the pros and cons of St. Augustine. 

RTI - Hamerling 

Response to Intervention (RTI) is a program designed to provide eligible students with extra support and 
intervention in English and/or Math.  PARCC testing scores, STAR scores, teacher recommendations, and other 
criteria were used to determine which students in grades 4-6 would benefit from being included in this program.  
RTI classes meet once a week during a student’s Extensions period, so they do not miss regular content area 
classes.  The goal of this program is to allow students to review skills/strategies in English and/or Math and help 
them improve these skills throughout the year. 
  
4th grade 
  
Language Arts - Students in the Language Arts classes finished a fiction unit with a focus on reading myths.  
We discussed the characteristics of a myth in order to understand what they would be reading about in the first 
story.  The reading skills students will be focusing on while reading are determining theme and identifying 
character traits.  They are now beginning a fiction unit using short stories and focusing on making inferences 
and context clues. 
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5th grade  

Language Arts - Students began a fiction unit focusing on short stories.  While reading, there will be a focus on 
comparing and contrasting characters, settings, and events.  They will also work with context clues within the 
story to determine the meaning of unknown words.   

Math - To reinforce what is being taught in class, students practiced solving long division problems, focusing 
on one and two digit divisors.  A mini lesson on compatible numbers was used to show students how to 
determine numbers in the quotient. 

6th grade 
  
Language Arts - Students finished a fiction unit using the story Aaron’s Future Friend.  They were able to draw 
conclusions about characters and settings based on text evidence.  Students also practiced responding to higher 
level questioning. 

Math - After completing greatest common factor and least common multiple, students practiced a variety of 
strategies to complete multi step word problems.  Students are now moving on to a unit about fractions.  They 
will practice adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions. 
   

 ESL – Manicone 

During October, our class finished reading Tales of a 4th grade Nothing.  Students read and answer 
comprehension questions.  The class used RACE to answer questions about the novel.  In addition to our 
progress in reading comprehension, we also are practicing short vowel sounds, sounding words out and 
chunking to help improve our foundation reading skills and reading fluency.   
  

Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4 Art- Students are working on artwork based off of the style of Georgia O'Keeffe. They are focusing on 
the monumental flower paintings she created, starting their projects by looking carefully at a flower and 
sketching it out in dramatically overemphasized proportions. 

! !  
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Grade 5 Art – After learning a basic history of the Celts and studying the symbols that they used in their 
artwork, the students are creating their own Celtic-inspired designs. They are learning how to use a drawing 
compass and to create the complicated overlapping linear designs of Celtic interlace.  

! !  

Grade 6 Art- The students worked on creating a still life drawing. They set up their still life themselves, 
carefully planning out the arrangement of the items to create the most interesting composition that they could. 
Using viewfinders, graphite pencils, value scales that they made themselves, and the skills they have been 
learning in class they created drawings of the objects from observation.  

! !  
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Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all music classes and grades we focus on one patriotic and one seasonal song. Our patriotic song 
for October was a partner song entitled “America, the Beautiful.” In the spirit of spooky for Halloween students 
learned to sing “Spooky Scary Skeletons.”  

Fourth grade 
Students have begun taking their recorders home.  They are learning the value of practice and study of a musical 
instrument.  Currently they are learning how to play the piece “Hot Cross Buns.”  They have also learned how 
to play notes A and G using the correct fingering and breath technique. 

Fifth graders  
Students are learning how to identify different beat patterns in various pieces of music.  They are also becoming 
skillful conductors, learning the patterns for music in 2, 3, and 4. 

Sixth graders  
Are describing similarities and differences among the people and activities of music across the generations.  We 
have also been listening to music of the Baby Boomer generation and discussing the similarities and differences 
between that and their generations' music. 

BAND 
Instrumentalists are working very diligently learning fingering, breath control, rhythm-study, sight-reading, 
inner-ear skill, and articulation.  All students have begun learning how to play the repertoire for the Winter 
Concert which is Dec. 19, 2019 at 1:30 pm. 

Library/Media – Diaz 

Wood-Ridge Intermediate School students in grades 4-6 have been working on their research projects. They 
learned terms such as, topic, thesis statement, hook and conclusion. Students were given a choice of topics on 
Space & Space Travel  to research. For some students they also learned how to use Google Classroom, Google 
Docs, and Google Slides  as part of their research development. 

Physical Education – Rella 

During the month of October, all students have been working on various volleyball skills, such as passing using 
the bump and set, serving using the underhand serve, and finally the overhand serve. Students engaged in 
various individual, dual, and group drills to improve their skills. These skills were also applied in a game-like 
situation using the net. Basic volleyball rules and positioning were discussed as well.  In addition to this, they 
also played a volleyball lead up game called “VolleyCatch”.  
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Speech –Pittaro 

Therapy Session Activities: 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Children participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs. October focused on exciting 
Halloween themed activities. 

Students practiced their articulation skills by coming up with Halloween themed words which had their sounds 
in them. Students also developed creative spooky stories using new vocabulary words. Lastly, students 
answered inferential and factual questions pertaining to Halloween stories. The students really enjoyed the “The 
Run” series.  Many of the goals worked on included mastering a particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/and 
/ch/ and increasing vocabulary, comprehension, and inferencing skills. 

STEM Club – Oppido 

The fourth grade STEM Club members met this month twice; October 3rd and October 17th.  We started another 
project this month since I realized the one we started at the end of September, was way too difficult for the 
fourth grade.  As a group, we discussed it, and they too agreed that it was too hard for them.  So, we worked on 
the same concept, just with easier pieces and supplies.  The majority of the group were able to create their own 
Bristlebots AND get them to paint on poster paper.  A few of them are displayed in the front of the building for 
all to see. Below are come pictures of the hard work the fourth graders put forth.  

!         !  

!         !  
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!             !  

!                      !   

The second meeting started with the club members watching a video on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge back from 
1940. The members were a bit confused when they saw the bridge itself begin to bend and sway like it was 
made out of rubber.  We had a brief discussion on what went wrong with the building of the bridge and I ended 
the discussion with the statement, This bridge collapse had lasting effects on science and engineering.  I told 
them it is now their mission to make a bridge better than the one back in 1940.  They all were eager to take on 
the challenge, only catch was they were only allowed to choose two materials to us: spaghetti and 
marshmallows. Below are a few pictures of the groups working together.  
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club held meetings in October. We met on October 3rd and October 10th.  During these 
meetings, students learned what the production will be this year. Students learned about the parts and were able 
to view the materials online. Students also watched other schools’ performances of Mary Poppins Jr. to develop 
ideas for their own. Students received the class code to the Google Classroom; where they are able to view 
postings there on club meeting schedules, audition materials, and links to other performances and the show’s 
music. Next month, we will begin the lengthy process of auditions. 

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

All	Meetings	are	held	in	the	WRIS	Music	Room	on	Wednesdays	from	3pm	–	3:30pm.			
○ October: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Rehearsal:			

10/2/19	-			22	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	-	Vocal	Warm	-Ups	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Sang	Through	Holiday	Song	Packet,	Anthem,	God	Bless	America,	Amazing	Grace	

10/9/19	-		25		Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	-	Vocal	Warm-Ups	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Sang	Through	Holiday	Song	Packet,	Anthem,	God	Bless	America,	Amazing	Grace	

10/16/19	-	24	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	-	Vocal	Warm	-Ups	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Sang	Through	Holiday	Song	Packet,	Anthem,	God	Bless	America,	Amazing	Grace	

10/23/19	-	26	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	-	Vocal	Warm	-Ups	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Sang	Through	Holiday	Song	Packet,	Anthem,	God	Bless	America,	Amazing	Grace	

10/30/19	-	20	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	-	Vocal	Warm	-Ups	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Sang	Through	Holiday	Song	Packet,	Anthem,	God	Bless	America,	Amazing	Grace	
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Safety Patrol – Johnson 

Our Intermediate School Safety Patrol has continued to add a few new members this month.  These students 
have been assigned to a post and have trained with the members currently at that post.  At our last meeting, we 
discussed participating in some group activities as we prepare for the holiday season.  

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

October 1, 2019 
·   Grade 6:  10 students 
 Grade 5:  16 students 
  
October 8, 2019 
·   Grade 4:  18 students 

October 15, 2019 
·   Grade 6:  10 students 
 Grade 5:  15 students 
  
October 22, 2019 
·   Grade 4:  19 students 
  
This month students collaborating with Mrs. Maida to promote awareness for special events happening in the 
month of October.  Week of Respect (October 7-11) , Unity Day, and School Violence Awareness week were 
subjects of awareness posters students created and were displayed in the hallways of the school.   

Red Ribbon falls during the final week of October.  The creative artists combined the theme of Halloween and 
Red Ribbon Week to make “Say No To Drugs” posters. 

The young artists also created Halloween posters for safety awareness. 

!  
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Student Council - Negro 

Thursday, October 10th: Students running for a spot on the Student Council met to create ballots and to hang 
posters.  Elections will take place next week.   

Elections held week of 10/14/19:  
4R: Myles Simmonds 4M: Emmy Masterson 4B: Mikayla Ferreira Cordero, 4J: Lucas Gordon 
5P: Thomas Garofalo  5M: Dean Mahbub  5C: Madeline McCotter  5O: Carly Herman 
President: Michelle Lambe  Vice President: Dylan Banks  Secretary: Skylar Melis  Treasurer: Grace Ottevaere 

Thursday, October 24th:  Students wrote and addressed birthday cards to Michael David Diederich, a WWII 
Veteran living in Paramus who is hoping to receive 102 birthday cards for his 102nd birthday in November.  We 
discussed upcoming spirit day possibilities (pajama day in November) and charities that the students would like 
to support.  Students would like to participate in the “All Wrapped Up” holiday program again this year. 

Journalism – Diaz 

Journalism Club has put out their very first edition of The WRIS Gazette. Each student in the journalism class 
has a very specific job based on what their interests are. Checkout our second copy, we hope you enjoy it! 

 WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 
Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I students are finishing a unit on short stories in which they read “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard 
Connell, “The Interlopers” by Saki, “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant, and “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst. They 
analyzed the stories’ usage of literary terms (including character, plot, irony, setting, conflict, and theme) by writing reader 
response essays. Students are now drafting a sequel to one of the four stories, and preparing for a test. 
English I Honors 
English I Honors students have begun reading Charles Dickens’ classic novel Great Expectations, and have written 
analytical responses to questions about character and plot. They also wrote and peer edited research papers about the 
educational value of Laurie Halse Anderson’s novel Speak, which they finished reading at the beginning of the month, and 
they reviewed colon and semi-colon usage. 

Pete Forman 
11th Grade American Literature 
Junior American Literature students are working on "research simulation tasks" focused on the relationship between 
primary and secondary sources.   Students are also working with the Fireside Poets and writing about poetry from the 
historical and biographical perspective.  
11th Grade Honors American Literature 
Honors classes are continuing to develop their course wide web sites while working in their collaborative learning 
groups.  In addition, the class is beginning a unit on the works of Edgar Allan Poe.  Honors students are busy preparing for 
their field trips to William Paterson University and Philadelphia where they will receive lectures on Thomas Jefferson and 
Edgar Allen Poe.  
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Melissa Papp  
Grade 8 English Language Arts  
This month, the grade 8 students have completed their reading and are continuing to relate Animal Farm by George 
Orwell to the Russian Revolution through analyzing the text, speeches, poems, and pieces of propaganda.  Using the novel 
as textual evidence, the students discussed themes of power and corruption, the dangers of being uneducated, rules and 
order, and language as a tool for manipulation.   
Grade 8 Honors English Language Arts  
In addition to relating Animal Farm by George Orwell to the Russian Revolution through analyzing the text, speeches, 
poems, and pieces of propaganda, the Honors students let thoughtful discussion regarding the author’s purpose and 
decisions in creating the novel.  The honors students discussed themes of power and corruption, the dangers of being 
uneducated, rules and order, and language as a tool for manipulation, while supporting their arguments with textual 
evidence. Throughout the month, they also have applied new understanding of grammar, syntax, and vocabulary to their 
studies.  After reading, they completed formal assessments to demonstrate comprehension and completed student-choice 
projects. Finally, students compared the effectiveness and accuracy of the novel to the 1954 film adaptation of Animal 
Farm. 
Journalism 
This month, the journalism students worked on writing effective anecdotal and summative leads, writing for entertainment 
and informative purposes, and editing for content and clarity.  Additionally, students practiced interview and research 
skills through the completion of their new news stories.  

Kelly Manicone
ESL II 
October has been a busy month.  Our newer students have been learning their A, B, Cs, and numbers.  The students 
practiced spelling their names and writing words with short vowel sounds.  By the end of the month students were reading 
simple sentences, and beginner reading stories.  We learned how to write and draw each number, (there are some 
discrepancies over 1 vs 7 in other parts of the world).  At the end of the month students were reading simple word 
problems, determining the operation and solving the problem.  
ESL III 
October started with a review of reading literature.  Students used the novels and stories they were reading in their grade 
level English classes, to discuss the characters, setting, plot, and major events and themes of the story.  We used this time 
to review summaries of material the students found confusing.   As the month continued, we reviewed using RACE to cite 
text and read about the All American Girls’ Professional Baseball League.  We read the articles to learn about women in 
sports during World War II, and used RACE to respond to questions. 

Rebecca Landes  
7th Grade ELA 
Grade 7 Language Arts students have finished reading various short stories and poems and are now beginning the novel 
The Westing Game—a popular mystery for Junior High School students. They are learning new vocabulary from the novel 
as well as Wordly Wise Book 7. Students defined and completed original sentences based on these words. Students also 
played “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have included chapter quizzes, guided reading 
questions, small-group discussions, homework, and participation. The students are also writing the first draft of a Poet 
Biography Essay based on the poet of their choice. Students are learning how to write their paper in MLA format. 

Colleen Kozibroda 
English II Resource Room 
In English II, students focused on the essential question, “Is there a difference between reality and truth?” through the 
completion of a short story unit.  Students demonstrated an understanding of plot diagram, foreshadowing, and flashback; 
they analyzed setting and characterization as well through the readings of “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs and “The 
Leap” by Louise Erdrich.  Students worked on their writing skills through Weekly Warm Ups at the beginning of each 
class period. 
English III Resource Room 
In English III, students are completing a unit on Edgar Allan Poe.  This unit was kicked off with an  “Edgar Allan Poe 
Scavenger Hunt” learning important background information on him. Students read “The Fall of the House of Usher” and  
“The Raven.” As part of a culminating assessment, students are in the process of completing a google slides presentation 
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on Google Classroom incorporating all parts of the unit learned paying close attention to Gothic Literature literary 
analysis.  
English IV Resource Room 
In English IV, as an introduction to our Anglo-Saxon unit, students completed a webquest and presented key information 
that they learned from this assessment.  Students read, analyzed, and critiqued Anglo-Saxon poetry:  “The Seafarer,” “The 
Wanderer,” and “The Wife’s Lament” from the Exeter Book and the literary analysis concept:  The Epic and Legendary 
Hero.  Students just completed the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf and will be assessed this week. 

Chris Green 
English 4 AP 
Students are testing on literary terms which are a key element on the AP Literature test in May 2020.  They have 
completed reading four novels in preparation for the test and are currently taking Multiple Choice prep tests. 
English 4 College Prep 
Students have completed the Anglo-Saxon Unit in the textbook, and the reading of the ancient epic poem "Beouwulf".  
They are currently studying the Renaissance period in British Literature.  They are testing on literary terms and reading 
Shakespeares "Sonnets". 
English 4 Honors 
The Honors class has completed four novels and are currently studying the Renaissance unit.  They are responsible for 
verbal and written textual analysis of each selection upon completion. 

Jessica McClain 
7th Grade Resource English 
The 7th grade students worked hard to complete their short story unit during the month of October.  We deepened our 
vocabulary through movement and sound, discussed how personal identity played a role in our stories and fits into our 
own lives.  In writer’s workshop, we composed, revised and edited our personal narratives and worked on our written 
expression.  We will take this idea of personal identity and celebrating our individual experiences and differences into our 
next unit as we read the novel, Wonder. 
8th Grade Resource English 
The 8th grade students worked hard to complete their short story unit during the month of October.  We discussed how 
personal identity played a role in our stories and fits into our own lives.  We looked at how we should celebrate the 
differences of one another and how to show inclusion in our daily lives.  In writer’s workshop, we composed, revised and 
edited our personal narratives and worked on our written expression.  The 8th grade also worked on their research skills as 
we completed our biographical research essay and explored other countries who are struggling with the refugee crisis as 
we transition into the novel, Outcasts United.  
9th Grade Resource English 
The 9th grade students worked hard to continue their short story unit during the month of October.  We analyzed irony, 
theme, conflict and characterization in literature and made connections to real world events and our own lives. We 
deepened our vocabulary through repetition, imagery and sound.  We will transition into the novel, Speak and perfect 
paragraph writing using evidence from texts in the month of November to prepare for our research papers 

Kim Millar 
English II 
The English II classes have finished Book 1 of Richard Wright’s novel Native Son as they continue to read literature that 
addresses the progression of racism in America from the 1930’s to modern day. Students are now completing graphic 
organizers that compare three poems with contrasting perspectives about America.  One was written written by Walt 
Whitman, I Hear America Sing,  Malcolm X’s  And You Call Me Coloured, and Langston Hughes’, I, Too, Sing America.  
Students will continue reading Book 2 of Native Son as the first marking period comes to an end.    
AP English Language and Composition 
The juniors have been introduced to and have written several rhetorical analysis essays. We have started a unit on Early 
American literature of the Native Americans and the original colonists. We are analyzing the literature, identifying 
common themes as we  read about the first settlements from the perspective of both the Native Americans and the original 
colonists.  Students are examining how the Native Americans’ perceptions differ from that of the original colonists’. 
Students will later use these works to generate a synthesis essay. 
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Matt Bogert 
English 7 
As the year continues, students are working on their first research paper about a poet of their 
choice. Students are learning MLA formatting and how it is used throughout the research paper, identifying the use of in 
text citations and works cited pages. Students have completed their reading of short stories and have begun reading their 
first novel The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin. 
English 7 Honors 
As the year continues, students are working on their first research paper about a poet of their choice. Students are learning 
MLA formatting and how it is used throughout the research paper, identifying the use of in text citations and works cited 
pages. Honor students have completed their first of three Dialectical Journals and have begun reading their first novel The 
Call of the Wild by Jack London.  

Social Studies Department 
Gianna Catalano  
US History I 
The class continued with the reading and understanding as well as analyzing the Bill of Rights of the Constitution. Each 
week the class has been reading and analyzing one specific Amendment from the Bill of Rights. Students created a project 
with a partner focusing on one specific Amendment and had to present their findings to the class. Students completed a 
document based question, which asked them to explain which three of the ten amendments they believe are the most 
important. Students were then assessed on their knowledge of the Constitution as well as the Bill of Rights.  
World History 
The class continued with a new unit about the era of exploration. Students started off the unit by reviewing a map of 
Mexico, South America and the Caribbean. Students analyzed the controversial topic of Christopher Columbus and 
whether or not he should be celebrated. The class then started to discuss other explorers and where they came from as well 
as what new lands they found. Students also learned about the dark side of exploration focusing on the Atlantic slave 
trade, the enslaving of Native peoples, as well as the spread of deadly disease through reading and analyzing primary 
source documents. Students have also completed a document based question, which asked them to compare exploration 
and the Reformation. To wrap up the unit students were given the topic of ethnocentrism, which they had to research and 
find a present day form of. Students will be evaluated based on their knowledge of the era of exploration as well as their 
ability to read and understand primary sources.  
The 1960’s 
Students began the Civil Rights unit by looking at important figures of the time period, they compared and contrasted 
certain individuals and their approach to obtaining civil rights. From there the class analyzed different legislation that was 
created and how different presidents handled the issue of civil rights. Students then watched Remember the Titans, a true 
story about a high school football team that was one of the first to be integrated in the south. Students then had to write a 
paper on how the movie related to civil rights. The next unit covered was women and students, the class looked at both 
groups and how each protested for what they wanted. Students had to compare the two groups and looked at how these 
two movements have progressed over time. They had to create a project in which they picked a topic having to do with 
women or students in the 1960’s and show how that issue has changed and evolved over time up to the present day. 

Victor Minnocci 
AP US History  
The class began the month analyzing the causes of the American Revolution. This was followed the progress and 
aftermath of the revolution. The development of the Articles of Confederation and the weaknesses of the A of C causes the 
founders to development a new form of government based on the Constitution. The presidencies of Washington, Adams 
and Jefferson were analyzed. Washington’s domestic and foreign policies were evaluated. Washington’s Farewell Address 
was analyzed. The difficulties encountered by Adam’s in respect to relations with Britain and France were debated. The 
class is currently exploring the “Revolution of 1800.” The class is now beginning to explore the presidency of Jefferson. 
Honors U.S. II  
The class began the month exploring the causes of the Great Depression and President Hoover’s response to the 
depression. Topics  included Hoovervilles, and the Bonus Army. This was followed by the election of FDR. The New Deal 
legislation was explored , along the the First Hundred Days. The Second New Deal and the “court packing” problems 
encountered by FDR. The culture of the 1930s was explored, movies, radio, sports , and how they effected the people of 
the U.S.  The class is currently analyzing the legacy of the New Deal. The class is currently reviewing the chapter to 
prepare for the chapter test. The class will than begin the next chapter World War Looms. 
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Current Issues  
The classes analyzed international, national and local current events. Topics included global conflicts, North Korea, Syria 
and global trade, the Democratic Presidential Debates, and the riff between President Trump and Joe Biden as well as the 
continuing impeachment inquiry.  The national economy, tariff’s, jobs, and the up’s and down’s of the stock market. 
Students were either assigned topics to investigate or they were assigned topics. International, national and local topics 
included Bergen County or Wood Ridge.  The students are assigned a 5w’s to complete during each class. 

Stephanie Gaven 
US History I Honors 
After learning the foundation of the Constitution, students focused specifically on the Bill or Rights learning all of the 
details behind the first 10 Amendments. Learning about their rights and the freedoms we possess, students were able to 
better understand these important aspects of our Constitution for their own personal benefit. The Bill of Rights affect us 
on a regular basis and without a clear understanding of what they are or how they impact us students will never be after to 
protect their freedoms. We have been having meaningful discussions on these topics and the material could not be more 
relevant. The unit concluded with presentations in teams of two where they researched the meaning, historical 
background, Supreme Court cases, and current issues surrounding a particular right guaranteed in the United States Bill of 
Rights and a Document Based Question essay.  
Stephanie Gaven and Justine Thimmel 
US I History 
US History students had a fun filled month as we debated, analyzed, evaluated and interpreted current laws involving 
individual rights and national security.  We ended the month with collaborative projects where they researched the 
meaning, historical background and current issues surrounding a particular right guaranteed in the United States Bill of 
Rights.  
Sociology 
In October we began our study of socialization! We first debated the socialization issue “nature vs. nurture” and evaluated 
the impact that social institutions have on our lives. Next we “looked ourselves in the mirror” to determine who we are 
and what roles we play.   To finish out the month students will write an essay in which they assess how “real” TV is 
compared with what we see and do every day and complete a Socialization lab.   
Public Speaking and Debate  
In October we evaluated techniques used for organizing a successful speech. We began viewing and critiquing the 
introductions of famous speeches, which required students to complete a short reflective essay.  To implement the use of 
proper introductions and outlining, students then researched and gave an informational speech in front of their peers. Next 
month students will complete the same process to prepare a persuasive speech on a different topic of their choosing.  
8th Grade Honors and General Ed.  
Both classes have finished the chapter on a New National Identity. Topics included American Foreign policy, the Monroe 
Doctrine, Nationalism and Sectionalism, including the Missouri Compromise, and American culture, which included 
writers and artists and their styles of writing and artwork. 
All 8th grade classes also did a DBQ essay on the Louisiana Purchase. 
7th grade  
Students finished Chapter 1 and had a chapter test. They are currently in Chapter 2 entitled New Empires in the Americas. 
The topics include the exploration by the Vikings and the Portuguese, Christopher Columbus. The students did a research 
project on Columbus, where they had to research his feats and failures.  Other topics include the Spanish Conquistadors 
and the conquering of the Aztecs and the Incas. Also, other explorers, such as Ponce de Leon.  We are currently studying 
the Protestant Reformation. 

Kimberly Forsyth 
7th Grade 
This month in Social Studies students have been working on learning how to write DBQ or Document Based Question 
essays.  They have explored the purpose of a hook statement to attract readers, analyzed primary and secondary sources to 
extract key information, and learned how to “bucket” facts from each source to organize their DBQ paragraphs.  Students 
have honed their writing skills and made connections with material in their English classes. 
U.S. History II 
This month in U.S. History II, students have been analyzing the causes of the Great Depression and the impact it had on 
the economy, familial relationships, social norms, and cultural traditions.  We “personified” the hardships of the Great 
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Depression through the story of James J. Braddock, a famous Depression-era boxer from Bergen County, NJ who 
overcame seemingly insurmountable challenges on his way to a heavyweight title.   

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
World History and World History Honors spent the month of October learning about the fascinating time period of 
Exploration which created so much of the world that we know today. From the formation of the English colonies and 
nations of South and Central America to the music we know and love today, and of course - most importantly- MANY 
meals that we enjoy daily come from this blending and mixing of cultures. What would music be like without drums or 
the guitar? What would we do without sugar? How about Italian food with no tomatoes? Cuba with no Salsa music? This 
time period has great ramifications while it did some with a cost as our world was introduced to the slave trade. The 
impact of the exploration time period is unmistakable living in the United States.  
Students worked on their first DBQ and also participated in a jigsaw activity on the Music of Latin America. In addition, 
students are working to complete their Impact of Exploration projects where they will present a way in which exploration 
affects us currently in 2019.  
AP United States Government and Politics 
AP government continued with the Legislative Branch of government. They learned the very nuanced system to passing 
legislation. Current Events have left our class with a wealth of material to learn about the legislative branch as well.  

Science Department 
Doubravka Hausner 
Chemistry Honors 
Students did a great job on their element research project and presentation. Students are currently learning about 
electromagnetic spectrum and duality of light that leads us to the next big topic which are electron configurations.  
Chemistry 
In Chemistry Honors class, students were researching atomic theories to construct an Atomic Theory Timeline. Students 
did a great job and were very creative. Students learnt how the atom evolved throughout the years and centuries and learnt 
about the discoveries of subatomic particles. Students presented their timeline to the class. 
Students continue to learn about subatomic particles, isotopes and calculating average atomic mass. This unit is concluded 
with unit test.  

! !  
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AP Chemistry 
Students investigated properties of alum and performed a guided inquiry based lab. Students are currently working on the 
full lab report. In the class we reviewed basics of stoichiometry and nomenclature and currently calculating stoichiometric 
quantities involving limiting reactants, percent yield and excess reactant.  

Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics and Physics Honors 
In Physics we have completed our study of Kinematics. We also completed the stomp rocket lab and will be moving next 
onto Dynamics. In Physics Honors students are working on completing the study of Energy. Students are currently 
working on their first formal lab report analyzing the spring constant of a spring in the Marble Launcher Lab. 
Chemistry 
Students in Chemistry have concluded our study of Atomic Number and Atomic Mass as well as completed the project 
exploring the history or our understanding of the shape and structure of the atom. Next we will be considering electron 
configurations around the atom and will be conducting the flame test to understand how energy levels impact qualitative 
and quantitative properties of elements.  

Krisen Larson 
Forensics 
In October, our Forensics class conducted experiments relating to deductive reasoning and observational skills. Students 
examined the many ways an investigator can view the crime scene. Students were enthusiastic about creating a crime 
scene model and beginning their unit of fingerprints.  
Science 7 
In Science 7 this month we explored the ways in which cells can build body systems. Students analyzed the various body 
systems that exist and applied understanding of stimulus/response mechanisms. Students also began to look at how 
reproduction occurs in organisms of all types. Students will look into the details of reproduction as the marking period 
continues.  
Biology 
In Biology this month, we discussed the chemistry of life. Students applied basic chemistry topics to biological processes. 
Students conducted an investigation into the properties of water and tested elements of cohesion, adhesion, surface 
tension, density, and polarity. Additionally, students completed a lab on endothermic and exothermic reactions during 
which they uncovered how energy is absorbed or released by a reaction. Next month, we plan to unpack the processes of 
metabolism.  
 
Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Science 
During the month of October students in the 8th grade continued studying matter focusing on the states of matter and 
chemical reactions.   Students first focused on phases of matter, intermolecular forces and molecular motion.  As part of 
this lesson students experimented with food coloring and water to see how temperature and molecular motion are related. 
Continuing the study of states of matter, students used an online interactive lab and experimented with making ice cream 
and syrups in order to understand freezing, melting, evaporation and vaporization.   During the next lessons students will 
be experimenting with endothermic and exothermic reactions and exploring the law of conservation of mass. 
7th Grade Science 
At the start of October students in 7th Grade Science completed their study of cells.  This began with making our own 
plant cell slides using onion skin that we dyed with iodine.  Students explored using microscopes the differences between 
the onion cell slides in comparison to frog blood slides.  As a culminating project, students created a cell city poster in 
which they compared the parts of a cell to the parts of a place they have visited such as CELL-RIDGE SCHOOL (Wood-
Ridge High School), CELL LAND (Disney Land) and GARDEN CELL MALL (Garden State Plaza).  Through this 
project students showed an understanding of the role/function of each cell part in a creative way.  In our final lessons this 
month students reviewed cell division using microscopes and research based activities.    
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Debra Beck 
Accounting  
The students learned how to analyze business transactions and translate the financial data using T accounts as debits and 
credits.  The students learned how to calculate the normal balance of an account, process temporary accounts and test for 
equality. 
Financial Literacy  
The students investigated money management strategies.  Students analyzed and created a budget, cash flow and balance 
sheet statements.  They created a budget for a vacation. They learned how to make consumer decisions by using a research 
approach and completed a project modelling this technique.  
Stock Market    
The students learned stockholders rights and responsibilities.  The students learned how to read a stock quote and 
calculate stock earnings.  They learned how to use stock ratios like the PE ratio and dividend yield to select stocks for 
investing.  In groups they created a stock portfolio and are participating in the stock market game. 
Intro to Business 
The students investigated and role played different business ethical situations. The students learned about entrepreneurship 
and researched the history of  a successful business. The class created  the first part of a business plan for their own 
business. 

Math Department 
Lisa Ames  
Geometry 
Students finished chapter 1 with a review and application of perimeter, circumference, and area of composite shapes. 
Then, they began chapter 2 by discussing inductive reasoning and determining counterexamples of various statements. 
Students also applied algebraic properties and geometric theorems to proofs. Students started chapter 3 by using Geogebra 
to discover properties of angles formed by parallel lines and transversals. In addition, students completed weekly Khan 
Academy lessons on topics we discussed in class as well as algebra review.  
Geometry Honors 
Students started chapter 2 by applying logic and algebraic properties to begin constructing proofs. We discussed how to 
write conditional and converse statements which will help students understand theorems and proofs going forward. 
Students worked in groups to complete Round Robin activities completing steps and reasons of various proofs. Students 
started chapter 3 by using Geogebra to discover properties of angles formed by parallel lines and transversals. They also 
applied these angle pairs to be able to prove if lines are parallel. In addition, students completed weekly Khan Academy 
lessons on topics we discussed in class as well as algebra review.  
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AP Statistics  
We continued looking at data displays in Chapter 3 and 4 and were able to compare two sets of data using visual displays 
as well as summary statistics. Students used their TI Graphing calculators to analyze data displays as well as statistics to 
make conclusions about data distributions. We also discussed standard deviation and used it to discuss variability and 
begin to learn about z-scores and how to determine percents in a normal curve. Students completed MyMathLab 
assignments for each chapter as well as Khan Academy lessons aligned to our instruction.  
Statistics 
Students began looking at the many ways data can be displayed such as frequency distributions, pie graphs, stem and leaf 
plots, scatter plots, etc. Students took various data sets and analyzed the conclusions that can be determined from each 
type of data displays. Students continued their study of statistics by learning about measures of central tendency and 
spread. We practiced calculating variance and standard deviation for any type of data distribution including frequency and 
weighted distributions. Students analyzed how standard deviation can be used to learn more about a data set. To finish 
chapter 2, we discussed box and whisker plots, quartiles, and percentiles for a data set. Students completed questions on 
Khan Academy and MathXL to supplement what they learned in class.  

Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1 
Students completed a chapter on equation and finished the month with lessons on Inequalities.  To reinforce their skills 
learned, students are working on weekly Khan Academy lessons 
Geometry 
Students in Geometry continued to learn about the properties of parallel and perpendicular lines. Students solved multiple 
proofs in Geometry. 
Business Math 
Students in this class moved to a unit on checks.  Writing checks, keeping track of a check register and also reconciling a 
bank statement.   
College Math  
Students worked on topics such as probability, the fundamental counting principle, permutations and combinations and 
linear equations. 

Ryan Berger 
Math 7 
During the first week of October, we continued integers by multiplying and dividing. Also went over order of operations 
with and without exponents. During the second week of classes we reviewed integers as well as tested on integers.  Also, 
the new section of properties of fractions and ordering fractions. The students were quizzed on the previous sections and 
were given notes about adding fractions. During the third week of classes, we continued adding, subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing fractions with exponents. The fourth week, we reviewed integers as well as tested on fractions. Also, the 
topic of decimals were introduced. During the fifth week of classes, we added, subtracted, multiplied and divided 
decimals. Students were quizzed on those topics at the end of the week.  

Robert Burger 
Resource Algebra II 
Students finished chapter 9 and then began chapter 1. They covered the topics of solving equations, solving inequalities, 
absolute value equations and inequalities.  They had 2 quizzes and a test.  We began chapter 2 after our test and will be 
looking at functions, equations and graphs. Each week they have had a pop quiz on review concepts from foundational 
grade levels.   Students completed weekly Khan Academy lessons for remediation and on topics we discussed in class. 
Resource Geometry 
Students finished with chapter 1 the tools of Geometry. Students began chapter 2 by discussing inductive reasoning and 
determining counterexamples of various statements. Students applied algebraic properties and geometric theorems to 
proofs. Students will be starting chapter 3 discussing Intersecting lines and their resultant relationship between angle 
measures. This has led to exploring the topic of angles formed by parallel lines and transversals. They continue to work on 
Khan Academy and weekly pop quizzes for remediation. 
James Santangelo 
AP Calculus AB 
The students are now beginning to apply the concept of a limit to the definition of a derivative.  This is the second part of 
the course, which will take us through at least the month of December. The students are using the definition of a derivative 
to find equations of tangent lines, are determining whether a derivative exists at a point, and applying rules for 
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differentiation to differentiable functions.  Technology, including the graphing calculator, Calculus in Motion, and 
Desmos, are being used as a means of discovery and confirmation of results.  
Algebra I Honors 
The students completed a unit on applying equations to the real world.  They are now in the middle of a unit on solving, 
graphing, and applying inequalities.  A project was assigned at the end of the month in which students will try to build a 
winning portfolio of individually selected stocks, which will be followed for about a seven week period.  The student, or 
group, with the best performing portfolio will receive extra credit on the assignment.  Should any student or group 
outperform my portfolio, they will also receive extra credit as well.  The winner(s) will be announced in January.  Stay 
tuned!  
Algebra I 
The students completed a unit on solving equations.  They are now applying equation solving to real world applications.  
At the end of this unit, students will be assigned the stock market project (see Algebra I Honors summary for 
description).    
Pre-Algebra 
Students completed a unit on solving equations involving more than one-step.  Equation solving was applied to the real 
world in the form of word problems, in which students followed a six-step process to answer the question.  We have just 
begun a unit on functions, during which we will define a function, make connections between the different forms of a 
function, find function values, graph functions, and apply them to the real world.  Students have used Quizizz often in 
class to prepare for upcoming topics, practice individually, and reinforce their mathematical skills. 

Kristine Schoenig 
8th Grade Math 
Students spent the month learning how to solve equations. They learned how to solve equations in many different ways 
using different methods. We ended the month with a graphing project to prepare them for the next chapter. 
Algebra 1 
Students continued their work on solving equations. We focused on real world problems. Then we worked on solving 
proportions and absolute value equations. Students finished the month with online practice on Khan Academy and a Unit 
test. 
 
Alexis De Coma 
Resource Math Grade 7 
The students are working in chapter 2, equations.  We are evaluating and writing expressions while solving for variables 
using one and two step equations.  We are also reviewing key vocabulary terms to help us master the distributive property. 
Students have been practicing these skills using Khan Academy and cooperative learning groups, as well as a group two 
step equation project, which we will be presenting at the end of the marking period. 

Steve Olsen 
Calculus 
Students are completed the unit covering limits. Topics included finding limits by inspection and tables, indeterminate 
limits, infinite limits, limits of end behaviour and trigonometric limits.. Students completed independent online 
assignments using Delta Math. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed the unit covering angles and the unit circle. Topics included determining angle measures in standard 
position, coterminal and reference angles and identifying all trig ratios and common angles of the unit circle.  Students 
began a unit on graphing and equations of trigonometric functions. Students completed independent online assignments 
using Delta Math. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students completed the unit covering angles and the unit circle. Topics included determining angle measures in standard 
position, coterminal and reference angles and identifying all trig ratios and common angles of the unit circle. Students 
submitted unit circle projects.  Students completed independent online assignments using Delta Math.  
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students completed unit 1.2 covering communication and the internet.  Topics included addressing on the Internet, DNS, 
HTTP, Routers, packets and redundancy.  Students also complete the unit introducing programming in javascript.  
Students began working on  
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AP Computer Science A 
Students completed Unit 2 and 3 covering using objects and boolean expressions and conditionals.  Students wrote code to 
access java class methods and used boolean arguments to and if-else statements to implement conditional logic.  Students 
completed a project writing java code to implement a tax calculator based on bracket and standard deductions.  Students 
began unit 4 on iteration where they will be using loops to write iterative code in Java. 

Carla Linfante 
Algebra 1 Resource 
This month students worked hard on solving various types of equations. They started with equations that involved simply 
one step and worked through solving multi-step equations that involved distributing, combining like terms, and variables 
on both sides. Within the next week, students will finish their study of solving equations and move on to solving algebraic 
inequalities.  
Math 8 Resource  
This month students worked hard on their unit on exponents and scientific notation. First they learned about simplifying 
expressions using exponent rules. They then were able to apply that learning to perform operations with scientific 
notation. Next month, we will begin our study on algebraic expressions and equations.  

Gabe Ben-Nun 
Algebra 2  
The unit covers quadratic equations. Students learn to solve quadratic equations through factoring, square roots, 
completing the square, and the quadratic formula.  
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students are introduced to imaginary and complex numbers. They learn to perform arithmetic operations, graph, and solve 
quadratic equations with imaginary and complex solutions. 

Sean Rutherford 
TV Production: 
Students in TV Production have started and completed their music video projects.  Students successfully created a music 
video and were able to lip-sync to a song I approved.  The creativity in outlining the video, coming up with a storyline, 
and executing the final product was incredible.  The editing the students used, along with some excellent transitions 
helped their videos to turn out as crowd pleasers.  Students presented their projects to the class in a viewing and the class 
critiques each video.   
 

! !  
 
 

They have moved on to their next project, a How-To video.  These videos are to be submitted in early November. 
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Web 2.0: 
Students have finished the majority of their Google Suite assignments.  They’ve mastered Google Docs and with the 
lessons learned made exquisite Travel Brochures.  They’ve finished their work with Google Sheets and have a new 
appreciation for how teachers used to log grades by hand and see the simplicity in using it for grade averages or balance 
sheets.  Currently, they’re working on their Google Slides projects where they’re building a presentation on any individual 
they admire 

 

! !  
Robotics: 
Students have wrapped up building their more complex robots.  Some students build catapults that on the command of 
“fire” would launch a projectile. Others a mock birthday cake that played “Happy Birthday” and had a simulated candle, 
and when you blow out the candle, the microphone heard it and the candle would disappear.   
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Teresa Fiorina 
Culinary Arts 
Culinary Arts l 
This month was a busy and exciting one in the Culinary Arts 1 class. The students began the month perfecting their 
measuring skills by beginning a Quick Breads Unit. They learn about the various types of Quick Breads and it was 
reinforced how proper measuring is the key to success in all types of baking. They learned all about leavening agents and 
the science behind the different ones. Several different quick breads were created, some more popular than other but 
the fall season would not be complete without creating at least one pumpkin recipe. Then we moved on to yeast breads 
where they became experts at homemade yeast dough. This is a skill many people including some adults are intimidated 
by. However, the students made delicious and satisfying results with their efforts including pizza dough, focaccia bread 
and soft pretzels.  The open house for current eighth graders and their parents took place on October 17th. The 
attendees were informed about what the culinary classes at the high school level are all about. They seemed enthusiastic 
and excited about starting high school and happy to have elective 
options to choose from. 
International Cuisine 
The International Cuisine students each chose a country they wanted to research. They worked for a few days in the media 
center to research their country and prepare a slide presentation which could include pictures, a short video and of course 
recipes and traditional or common cuisine known for in their chosen country. The researched many aspects of the country 
but the recipes they selected were to be ones that could be replicated in our kitchen classroom. Since these students have 
been in this cooking class for over a month, they had already some ideas of “international cuisine” that they have wanted 
to make and eat. The presentations concluded this week and overall were very informative and impressive to not only 
myself but to all their fellow students. Some students are more comfortable than others presenting to their peers but 
their public speaking skills were excellent. After the presentations concluded, we made some Halloween treats. Now this 
month we are on to making one recipe from each of the chosen countries and learning many different cooking techniques 
involved in the process 

! !  
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World Language 
Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Learned Los Números 0-100 
• Learned expressions using Los Numeros 
• Wrote dialogs using theme vocabulary and orally presented   
• Learned the Spanish-speaking countries and their capitals 
• Completed and orally presented a power-point presentation on an assigned Spanish-speaking country 
• Watched a video about Dia De Los Muertos and completed theme Actividades 
• Made “Esqueleto Masks”  

Spanish II 
• Completed review of Spanish I vocabulary and grammar 
• Continued working with Spanish regular and irregular present-tense verbs 
• Wrote and presented orally “En Un Dia -- Usando Los Verbos en –ar, -er, y –er” 
• Learned new words daily to enhance Spanish vocabulary and used in sentences 
• Watched a video about El Dia De Los Muertos  
• Created poster about El Dia De Los Muertos video 
• Made “Esqueleto Masks”.    

  

Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish II 

• Introduction of all regular AR,ER, IR verbs and their usage 
• Review chapter test and oral presentation (a getting to know you skit) focusing on describing people and what 

they do as well as asking how people are and what they do in their free time 
• Vocabulary related to school and the different school rules and activities 
• The use of irregular and helper verbs in the context of talking about what we have to do in certain classes as well 

as what is prohibited as well as demonstrating comprehension via textual and listening comprehension activities 

Spanish III 
• Review chapter test and oral presentation highlighting understanding of present tense verbs, the use of the indirect 

(and reflexive) pronouns, and possessive adjectives and their relation to discussing everyday school and 
extracurricular activities 

• Written, reading, and listening exercises related to the introduction of vocabulary related to outdoor and camping 
activities 

• The introduction of the preterite past tense (through all aspects of regular verbs, irregular verbs and stem-
changing verb) and its use in talking and writing about camping and outdoor experiences 

Spanish IV 
• Vocabulary and investigation related to archaeological studies 
• Investigation into different usages of the subjunctive mood in Spanish and how to distinguish between when to 

use different subjunctive and indicative tenses focusing adjective clauses and whether referring to a defined, 
definite subject or an undefined, hypothetical subject 

Spanish AP 
• Continued work related on applying all aspects covered in class to the use of accent marks to student work 
• Incorporation of past subjunctive in writing exercises 
• Speaking and writing assignments related to the first general theme of Identity and immigrant experiences and 

heroes. Longer presentational exercises focused on the incorporation of different sources as supporting materials 
when making an argument. 

Tess Iannacco 
Italian 
The Italian I classes worked on learning vocabulary acquisition regarding school and classes. They learned to answer 
questions such as “che cos’e’?” “C’e’ and ci sono" and days of the week. Student watched a short film and role-played the 
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conversations related to the topic (the first day of school). Students learned the expression “ecco” and the numbers from 
0-1000.  
They can speak/write in one complete sentence regarding school subjects and activities in school. 
Italian II 
These classes learned the vocabulary related to shopping, Italian fashion design and quality. They watched a short film in 
Italian regarding shopping and role played it and created a dialogue.  They read a short excerpt on how Italians shop and 
answered a series of affirmations related to the reading.  
Italian III 
These classes learned vocabulary related to the house and its contents.  They can distinguish the different types of housing 
and architecture. They can converse and give information about things they own. They can speak about their activities 
(rest/leisure) Regarding the structure of the language they have learned to use the future tense to speak about events/facts 
that will happen in the future.  

Italian IV/AP   
This class completed the thematic unit of vacation including related vocabulary, ability to use it while traveling and talk 
about tourism. They learned the expression “Tutte le strade portano a Roma” and watched a short clip of native Italians 
talk about planning vacation. Furthering the objective of using the conditional tense in the present and in the past.  
This week the class is beginning to learn about human interactions. How we need others to feel alive. Friends, family, life 
companions, work colleagues, but, also new friends. These relationships allow us to compare ourselves and to express our 
feelings, therefore, learning to understand ourselves on a deeper level.  In a society that changes, becoming more and 
more multiethnic, we look into relationships we presently have or have formed with others. We will reflect on this topic 
by reading a short story by Salvatore Fiume, “Il Supplente” watch the short film “La Scarpa”  and learn about Italians in 
the world “Un popolo in movimento”. We will also  review the grammatical structure of regular verbs (present tense) 
articles (definite/indefinite) gender and number and the present tense of irregular verbs.  

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes continue to work towards their ideal fitness levels through our weekly rotational program 
between the Weight Room, Target Heart Rate training and activities.  They have covered half of the machines and 
equipment in the weight room and are required to use that machine on that given day. This allows the student to try 
something they haven’t before and to help break any stigma they may have against them. (Example; woman shouldn’t be 
using the bench press) Then they must complete a worksheet with their fitness activities of the day. Target Heart Rate 
training consists of reaching and maintaining their Heart Rate at a specific rage for the duration of 20 minutes. This is 
preceded by a warm-up and ended with a cool down stretch.  The activities offered this month are basketball, volleyball 
and ultimate frisbee. 

The students were also tested on their fitness levels via push-ups, sit-ups and sit and reach for FitnessGram testing.  

!   
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Andrea Marino 
Grades 8 and 9 Physical Education 
I have started a walking club in my PE class to help keep the students moving that don’t like to participate in “game like” 
activities.  They are required to keep track of their laps for the period, working on up to a mile each class period. 
On inclement weather days, the students are participating in Badminton, Basketball and Volleyball games. 
Volleyball 
Our Varsity Volleyball team has won the Meadowlands Division Championship for the 4th straight league title.  Complied 
record for league play past four years is 71-1.  The team has received 4 first team all league selections, Maddie Marino, 
Erica DiMarco, Skylar Basich and Melissa Acosta.  One second team, Brooke Geis and one Honorable Mention Amanda 
DiMase.  I was named Coach of the Year. 
The team is the in the state tournament as well with the 3rd seed and set to play Cresskill HS on November 5th. 
 

Chris Lange  
Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/
flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training 
equipment into their workouts.  Students  are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. These include volleyball, 
badminton, speedball and basketball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.    
8th Grade Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned Cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/ 
flexibility exercises.  Students learned how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment into their 
workouts.  
9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights.  
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 minutes. Students 
performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and how to incorporate stability 
balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity .  These include 
Volleyball, badminton, and speedball.  Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
12th grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a Fitness plan. Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while doing cardiovascular activity. 
Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises. Students also learned core training and how to incorporate 
stability balls and additional training equipment in their workouts. students are able to choose an activity. these include 
volleyball, badminton and speedball. students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
Theory of Coaching 2019 
Students learned the basics of the communication process. They learned how to improve communication skills for six 
major problems common to the coaching profession. The students learned how to help athletes fullfill their needs to have 
fun and to feel worthy, and how to reduce anxiety and stress in athletes. 
Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 8 Physical Education  
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
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lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 12 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  

Joseph Belger 
Physical Education 
PE classes in both 7th grade and 9th grade have been very successful in finding their niche.  We provide 2-4 physical 
activities per class session ranging from weight room, walking club, flag football, ultimate frisbee, volleyball skill 
building and soccer indoor and outdoor.  We vary warm ups everyday and split them up into their groupings.  Students are 
succeeding in competition and independent physical activities they desire. 

Toni Baumgartner 
Band 
American Popular Music - room 110 

• Dance Music and Brass Bands 
o John Philip Sousa 

• Tin Pan Alley 
o Charles K. Harris 
o Paul Dresser 
o Harry Von Tilzer 

• Ragtime 
o Scott Joplin 

• The history of recorded sound 
• Chapter 3 

o Irene & Vernon Castle 
o James Reese Europe 
o Original Dixieland Jazz Band 
o Creole Jazz Band 
o Louis Armstrong 
o Duke Ellington 
o Paul Whiteman 
o Justo Don Azpiazu 

Middle School Band Class - room 109 
• New notes, new rhythms, blending 
• Keeping a steady beat 
• Setting up instruments and getting ready for rehearsal in a timely fashion 

o Fog on the River 
o Memorized old favorites 
o Gold Scale warmups 
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High School Band Class - room 109 
• Warm ups - purple scales in 4/4, ¾, 2/2 
• Pep songs 

o La Bamba 
o Colour My World 

• Concert band songs for holiday concert 
• Superior Bands - balance, blending 
• Superior Bands - singing 

Holiday Concert (12/2019) Concert Band and Band Class  
List of songs 

1. Chanukah Celebration 
2. And To All A Good Night 
3. Christmas Time Is Here 
4. Sleigh Ride 
5. Feliz Navida 
6. Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer 

  
Melissa Manolakakis 
Choir (7-12)- During the first two weeks of October students learned to recognize and sing pitches using solfege. (Do, Re, 
Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Ti, Do).  They also learned about their resonators and articulators.  In addition we continued to work on 
building relationships and confidence while singing popular songs in unison and playing icebreakers.  The third week we 
concentrated on reading basic music notation and continued to generate strong relationships with students.   The fourth 
week we continued to identify correct pitches, sing in unison, run through warm-ups and assess and assign students their 
voice parts: Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass.  The songs we are singing in HS Choir are: “The Star Spangled Banner”, 
“Alma Mater”, “God Bless America”, “Amazing Grace”, “Believe”, “Somewhere In My Memory”, “You Will Be Found” 
and “Carol of the Bells”. 

Music, Art and Film - For this month we watched “A League of Their Own”  and “City Lights - Charlie Chaplin.  In “A 
League of Their Own”  we learn about Women in Baseball during WW2 and began the Comedy genre watching “City 
Lights”.  We also watched The Nutty Professor” - Importance of the sport in the film - could the story work in another 
setting?; Characters who seek redemption; and the Effect on the audience of music and art within the films.  At the end of 
each film students completed a series of questions and wrote a film review.   

Glee Club attended Montclair State University Choral Festival, Friday, October 25, 2019.   
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MSU	ChoralFest 

October	25th,	2019 

Wood-Ridge	Jr/Sr	High	School	Schedule 

Time Ac6vity Loca6on

8:05	–	8:20am

1. HS	Choirs	arrive	-	MSU	Student	Chaperones	greet	
&	escort	choirs	to	Kasser	–	[MSU	Student	
Ambassadors];	adjudica6on	scores	given	to	GA	to	
distribute	to	voice	faculty	&	HJB	

2. Registra6on	completed	–	name	badges/tags	&	
welcome	folders	for	HS	students	&	teachers	

3. Choirs	seated	in	house	–	as	per	Ambassador	
direc6ons

Bus	Stop	@	Red	Hawk	
Deck 
Lobby 
 

Kasser	House	Seats	
assigned

8:35am
• Welcome	to	MSU	-	Dr.	Heather	J.	Buchanan  
Overview	of	day;	introduce	MSU	par6cipants	(faculty	&	
students)	&	par6cipa6ng	HS	choirs	&	conductors

Kasser	Stage 
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8:45	–	11:35am 

High	School	Performances	&	Choral	Clinic	(2	pieces) 
1. 8:45	–	9:05	Wood-Ridge	Jr/Sr	HS	(Glee	Club)	
2. 9:10	–	9:30	Seneca	HS	(Seneca	Singers)	
3. 9:35	–	9:55	Ocean	City	HS	(Concert	Choir)	
4. 10:00	–	10:20	Perth	Amboy	HS	(Chorale)	
5. 10:25	–	10:45	–	Scotch	Plains-Fanwood	HS	(Las	

Cantadoras)	
6. 10:50	–	11:10	–	Pascack	Valley	HS	(Chamber	

Choir)	
7. 11:15	–	11:35	–	JP	Stevens	HS	(A	Cappella	

Ensemble)	
• Choirs	may	sing	a	brief	acous6cal	warm	up/music	excerpt	

onstage	to	check	the	acous6cs 
• 20	minutes	stage-6me	+	5	minutes	stage	changeover	6me 
• DVD	Recording	of	each	choir	via	link	(Bryan	Hoffman,	

videographer) 
• Wrigen	adjudica6ons	&	scores	handed	to	HS	Directors	aher	

lunch	(Christos	Harakas)

Stage

11:40	–	12:30	pm*	
*Kasser	Theater	
House	will	be	locked	
during	lunch 

Lunch	-	BYO	Student/Chaperones	in	Amphitheatre	
Student	lunch	venues	(in	case	of	inclement	weather) 
I.Freeman	Lounge	–	JP	Stevens,	Perth	Amboy	
II.Chapin	Hall	201	–	Ocean	City,	Pascack	Valley,	Wood-
Ridge	Jr/Sr	
III.Chapin	Hall	G55	-	Seneca,	Scotch	Plains-Fanwood	

Amphitheater 
(Kops	and	Freeman	
Lounges	and	Chapin	Hall	
201) 
Dining	Room	–	MSU	
faculty	&	HS	conductors

12:30	–	12:40pm Move	to	Voice	Workshop	Venues 
• Kasser Theater 104 – Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr HS 

In	Transit	 
(MSU	Ambassadors	will	guide	
HS	choirs	&	chaperones	to	
their	workshop	venue)	

12:40	–	1:30pm
Vocal	Workshop	with	Voice	Faculty 

• Kasser	Theater	104	–	Wood-Ridge	Jr/Sr	HS	–	Dr.	
Lori	McCann

KT	104

1:30	–	1:40pm Return	to	assigned	seats	in	Kasser	Theater In	Transit

1:40	–	2:10pm

Art	Songs	&	Arias	–	Solo	vocal	performances	hosted	by	Dr.	
Lori	McCann;	Steven	W.	Ryan,	accompanist.	(All	
par6cipa6ng	high	schools	receive	a	copy	of	this	segment	
on	their	DVD)

KT	Stage

2:10	–	2:50pm Choral	Concert	featuring	MSU	Singers Stage/House

2:50	–	3:00pm
Depart	campus	–	MSU	Student	Ambassadors	escort	choirs	
to	campus	departure	point. Red	Hawk	Deck	Bus	Stop
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Catherine Bethon 
Graphic Design  

The graphic art students are finishing a lesson about the Pen Tool used in Illustrator.  The Pen Tool is exactly what it 
sounds like, a digital pen used to create lines and shapes that make the work on an artboard.  However, don’t tell the 
graphic students that it sounds easy.  Many, if not all, struggle to master this tool until just about the end of the 
project.  That is essentially how the lesson is created, not to be difficult, but to give them a good deal of work to 
master the tool and finally create an original cartoon character.  This year the students were so successful that I had a 
lot of smiling faces during the past few classes.  The kids were sharing their images with each other and I believe I 
even heard some compliments, which isn’t often heard coming from upperclassmen!  Friday I received an email from 
a mother stating, “I just wanted to thank you for encouraging her today with her dog/ice cream cone character.  
Whatever you said really made her feel great so just wanted to thank you!” 

 ! ! !  
  

! !  

Art Exploration (Grade 8) 
There is nothing more magical than my current eight grade class!  The talent is high, the behaviors are near 
perfect, and the classroom environment is respectful while still fun.  After the Zentangle project we continued our 
journey using line to create some organic shapes.  Through a series of slides, we learned about the history of Op 
Art and how it came to be a popular art movement during the 1960’s.  During the slides we observed many pieces 
of art but we mainly focused on artwork by Bridget Riley.  As a group, we created two small scale Op Art 
exercises in our sketchbook.  Then I demonstrated the project, adding a new step every few days.  Students are  
finishing them this last week in October.  
The eight graders also helped me to create posters for around the school that promoted positive actions and 
feelings.  It was a nice break from our usual work and a good time to talk about how mainstream art media 
influences people for different reasons. 
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Introduction to Art 
We are getting messy in the art room!  Students are using charcoal to create chiaroscuro work of cupcakes and 
candy.  Why cupcakes and candy?  At AENJ convention this year I attended a workshop for Creating Interest in 
Still Life Drawings presented by retired Newark teacher Nicki Newton.  The art teachers walked into the room 
where she had set up a large still life created with cupcakes and candy, right away I knew this was going to 
happen in my classroom THIS YEAR!  Chiaroscuro shading is a highly dramatic sense of lighting created during 
the Italian Renaissance.  I find it exciting to use charcoal the students were excited to use the charcoal medium but 
then came to realize they hated how messy it was.  Some students did enjoy the mess and even the cleaning 
process.  After teaching this lesson with food, I saw more interest from the students because anytime they’re 
eating, they’re happy! 

!  

Studio Art 
The highly talented class is working on Storyboards inspired by the tales from Greek/Roman Mythology. A storyboard is a 
graphic representation of how a video will unfold, shot by shot. It’s made up of a number of squares with illustrations 
representing each shot, with notes about what’s going on in the scene and what would be said in the script during the shot. 
Think of it as sort of a comic book version of a movie or script.  I chose this medium of art because I know there is a 
student in class who is furthering her education in videography.  Now the rest of the class can experience a different type 
of artform that exists in the professional world.  They also can share in the excitement and knowledge our video student 
has in the field. 

Athletics-October  
Football- October was a month of many ups and downs. We were able to wear our Cancer awareness jerseys, and played 
in tough games. We are a young team and I will never use that as an excuse but it plays into the learning curve. We have to 
learn the ins and outs of the game and how to handle situations. We had an experience with Wallington that will play on 
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our minds for a long time. It was a strong lesson that I do believe all learned from. We played well at the sub-varsity and 
J.V. levels all getting many games this month. We take each week as it comes and work to get better and learn from the 
past week. We do have our parents who support us through it all, on the day of our only Saturday game the worked early 
to serve us breakfast and get the day going. And yes a month to honor our seniors it’s been a great 4 years. This team will 
rebound and the future does look bright.          

! !

! !  

!  
Cheer 
The fall season is coming to an end and the varsity cheerleaders have been cheering their hearts out on the sidelines.  The 
girls have not only performed enthusiastically on the sideline but their halftime routine has received numerous 
compliments as well.  We are very happy that the hard work they have put in is paying off! Lastly, the girls recently raised 
funds for breast cancer awareness and all proceeds went to the Susan B. Anthony Foundation 

!  
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Boys Soccer 

Boys Soccer earned the NJIC Championship on Saturday with a 3-1 Victory over Ridgefield. This is the program's first 
ever NJIC Championship. The boys also had another big win in the 1st Round of the NJSIAA State Tournament over Park 
Ridge. This win advanced the boys into the quarterfinals and will be taking on No.1 Seed Wallington.  

!  
 
Volleyball 
Volleyball won the Meadowlands League Championship. The program earned a #3 Seed in the NJSIAA State Tournament 
and will play Cresskill on November 5th 4:30pm. The Blue Devils current record is 23-7. Pictured below the Volleyball 
team honored the Officials for “Officials Appreciation week”  

!  
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Girls Soccer  
The 2019 WRHS Girls Varsity soccer program had its largest roster in program history with 31 girls.  For the third year in 
a row, we qualified for the NJSIAA playoffs.   The regular season was highlighted by wins over Elmwood Park and Big 
North schools Dumont, Cliffside Park, and Ridgefield Park.  For the first time ever, the program played a full Junior 
Varsity schedule which consisted of 11 games.   There will be 25 girls returning for next season.  
The coaches and players would like to thank the parents and members of the student body for coming out to support us, 
home and away.  In addition, we also would like to thank Mrs. Barrows for her assistance and support throughout the 
season.  Lastly, of course, we would like to thank Mr. Sinclair for all of his dedication to the program.  We look forward to 
getting back on the field next season.  Go Blue Devils! 
Cross Country 
Wood-Ridge Boys and Girls Cross Country had by far their best month of running in October. At the NJIC Patriot 
Division League Championship on 10/10 at Garret Mountain, the boys placed 5th out of 11 teams, and Junior Simon 
Santamaria led the boys with a 13th place finish. On the girls side Senior Christina Vazquez and Junior Callie Negro 
placed 2nd and 3rd.  

At the Bergen County Group D championship race on 10/26 at Darlington Park, the boys team had their fastest 5 man 
team average of the season with a (20:28) (5k). On the girls side Christina Vazquez ran a PR of 22:04 and placed 6th, 
which advances her to Bergen Meet of Champions on 11/2 at Darlington Park. 

Eileen Layman 
Media Center        
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County Educational 
Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating school libraries.  

CIRCULATION:    
Books:71 

Interlibrary loans 
 Borrowed : 6 DVDs;  -   Lent: 3 books 

The Media Center is open for student use, before and after school and during lunch periods. Students are required to have 
a pass during class time.  
A schedule is posted on the Media Center door.  
Culinary- International Foods  - Mrs. Fiorina 
The Culinary students are expanding their research to areas of the world where the cuisine is interesting and has a long 
cultural history. Students are very selective in their recipe research.  
English 7 - Mrs. Landes 
Students have continued to discover the different genres of reading material and the selection of new books in the Media 
Center. Students have been active borrowers with new books and busy renewing other material. 
English 8 - Ms. McCLain 
Research topics have been explored in the Media Center. Students have been viewing resources for their project, including 
the subscription database, CultureGrams. 
 
 
Grade 7 Maker Initiative Class - Mrs. Layman 

Mrs. Layman’s Maker classes have expanded their group building of electronic circuits to individual projects. Students 
have worked on paper circuits using copper tape, LEDs and disc batteries. The students chose a Halloween related 
template, designed the cover and wired the flip side, with lights shining through for eyes.  
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Paper Circuit design by Joseph D’Angelo 

Pressing the disc battery on lower right of  card, lit the LED lights in the pumpkin’s eyes. The copper circuit was on the 
inside of the Halloween card.  

            

!  

Bridget, Jaylanyce, Joshua,Thomas, Josh and Milo display their paper circuit creations during the Maker Initiative class. 

Maker Initiative class  - Rubber Band Cannons 
Students in Mrs. Layman’s Maker class, made a cannon, using a Pringle can, a plastic drink bottle and rubber bands. 
Students experimented with making changes to the cannon and exploring how aluminum foil, fired from a cannon, moved 
through the air. The students talked about potential and kinetic energy.  
Students investigated the angles of launch and how it affected how far the projectile traveled.  They also measured the 
distance traveled when the weight of the projectile changed. Students also calculated whether stretching the rubber bands 
had any impact on the distance of the projectile.  

!  
 Yellow tape marked 3’ and 6’ distances to the basket. 
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